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| that fan ung 1 with which he. is Ve, fled. —In 
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Lee to him as a Savigur,) the auguft arch- 


dice. But after o_ them from the pro ſeveral months, 
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Go, is whom ſhines all the per fections o Deity; * in him << «Eval 
« all the fullneſs of the Ged. 1ead bodily.” F 
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concerning the letter to you and your ſeſſion, as that you 
were no ways apprehenſive: that either religion or yo. 


W 


"MX character could ſuffer by it. We wiſh you had eitheg, 
kept in the ſame opinion, or given us no reaſon to judge” 
J otherways concerning your reply; which, we muſt be fo free as o 
vos 4. ay, is not much to the credit of either religion, or any perſon s 
of be. character concerned in it. | eb en fs oy a 35 


round As whatever relates to the doctrines of religion in your's is fully * 
m the © anſwered in the diſſertations: What follows: is intended only as 
If ſhort: remarks on ſome matters of fact, wherein we differ —_ | 
ear in © from you in the account you give in your true reply. And indeed, 
ira; Sir, we for your fake bluſh to write freely, what we certainly knowz _ 
© con- yet the truth, and our own characters, will not allow us to be alto 
156 —. e ee, 1 . Re — 5 "i & "00 DEP I 25 1 7 bat by 
o fu Tuxsz ſeveral charges we lay againſt your reply, (I.) It is far 
ped from anſwering —— 2 e true replien; 
leman there being ſeveral falſhoods therein. (2.) There are many — | 
part, | miſrepreſented. (3.) Many remarks foreign to the point, merel7 
ke, it to amuſe the inconſiderate reader, and a gloom. upon our 
ward conduct or principles. (4.):Several ver; indecent remarks not on- 
f con- ly upon us, but ſome others no ways intereſted in thie affair. We 
ning al only mention a few of theſe things there are no foundation for 
have in truth. Page 2d, That the affair ( viz. our hereſy, as you call it) 
;f the was publiſhed by us, long before your publie declaration complain- 
ö cre- ed of.— That it was before others beſide your Rev. brother, that 
every two of us vented and defended it in your own houſe.— That it was 
-d of © not known that any of us entertained theſe principles till after the 
I middle of ſummer 1765. —Page 3d, That you mentioned that text, 


þ B47 
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John ii. 23. or any other in your declaration. — That all you cite 


e from Mr Erſtine in the Reply, (or the third part of it) or any 4. 


So 
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dc the ſeffion.—Page 8th, That we wanted 


s minute was read without theſe pa 


"_ | A \ ' — 


che texte you include there, were mentioned in your publie declarg. 
de impugn theſe truths the Martyrs, kee 
With their blood, and avouch theſe principles they bore a teſtimony 
ey AG: we took brow-beating, inſolent, and-overbearin 
mea 


upon the point of difference that we by a letter craved a converſa- 
tion with you.—That you ſent for one of us to your houſe, 2000 


brought another along with him: And that you converſed ſome 


hours with us omtlrat occaſion:=Page 7th, That you converſedꝭ on 
that point with ef us more ek or twice before it came 
Iberty to ſpeak all our. 

ſelves, and the ſeſſion ſhould take all for truth- we ſhould advance. 
hat it was to us who were ſuſtained panels at that ſeſſion, that 


text Heb. vii. 28. and the reaſoning from it was mentioned.—Page 


10th, That we craved a copy of your minutes, and not of our 


charge or libel.— Page 11th, That the things contained in the 
copy we got was murked in our own words.—Page 12th, That 7. 


ragraphs from the Con- 
"feffion of Faith, which he and the ſeſſion did not differ about; and 
which Was the alteration. he craved to be made in it. Fhat hun- 


dreds knew it was read with the required alteration.— That ſome 


of us appeared that day to have fury and ſcorn filling our breaſts.— 


Dhat we condemn your intention. — That you held a conference 


in your own houſe with 7. G— upon the difference, before 6. 
Page rath, That we ſet up conſcience, not the word of 
Gon, as the infallible rule of our duty.—P age 17th, That we are 
guilty of rejecting Divine truths, and of imbibing and venting 


vi” _ grievous errors. —Page 21ſt, That there are ſeru things in the letter 
Jou reply to, but what are indiſputably falſe. 55 


Now, Sir, Theſe with many other of the kind you affirm 2s 


trutbe, but we humbly conceive: they would more properly bear 
another name.—It is eaſy to ſee the importance you aſſume as a 
= Hiſtorian in your reply; no doubt expecting your authority was ſuf- 
feient to authenticategevery- thing advanced by 


| u. Whilſt a 
thouſand ſuch as us rec/a:Ming, muſt. paſs for nothing. Eſpecially 
as you have taken care not only to affirm roundly; but alfo to offer 
the ſanction of your: oath as a fence to your aſſeverations; and ſo- 


lemnly protefted againſt taking ours. What is left for us? No- 
thing, but by ſilence to ſay Amen: Tho' we ſhould give the lie to 


our conſciences, and even our ſenſes in doing ſo. To deny is uſe- 


es. To recriminate is to accuſe you; but not exculpate our- 
ſelves. To give our oath you have told us will be perjury.— What 
remains? Guilty we muſt be; merely becauſe you have faid ſo. 
But as your evidence is incompetent for our conviction, we muſt 
be allowed to diſſent, and ſhall: propoſe an appeal, which vitally 
8 1 8 . Fg” | WII 


ures with you. Page 6th, That we brought forth the old = 
ploded arguments of Socinians to ſupport our cauſe. — That it was 


gill be 


11 be agreeable to you—We offer to produce the evidence ot 
ther perſons beſide ourſelves, for proof of ſeme particulars in queſt 


tion, Undeniable circumſtances in ſuppof̃t of others. And, as f > 


what comes not under theſe heads, we ſhall refer it o vou, Whether 


you will give your own oath, or be ſatisfied CA AI your own , 


ſeſſion, whom we ſhall name to you, giving their z. But if you re- 
ject this propoſal, we have but another, via. That we are willing 
to abide by the truth of what is adyanced in the letter you reply to 
upon oath. So that you have your choige either to ſubmit to the 
aboye, or be content to bear the juſt reproach af what is alledged 
againſt you in the letter, and Ire das fine things in print which 
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have no foundation W truth. For we know no other way of de- 


ciding the difference concerning theſe matters of far. 
you have miſtepreſented. And tho we put not theſe among the 
things you have advanced without any foundation, yet we reckon 
them as contrary. to your aſſumed character of a true replier. 

As an inſtance of our venting and publiſhing that hereſy (as 

you term it) before your declaration, you ſay, page 2d, ** T hat * 
© of us vented and endeavoured to defend it, before a company 
« his own houſe.” Here you would inſinuate that thegerſon de- 
ſended it as a principle of his own; but unhappily for you, we can 
produce the witneſſes preſent to prove, that before he would ſpeak 
on that point, he told them, that they were not to conſider what 
he ſaid as his own principles; but as there were ſo many Divines 
preſent, he thought Mr AHan's doctrine might be tried how far it 
was agreeable to the word of Gop. Accordingly, a divine pre- 
ſent and him took one ſide of the queſtion; And we are perſuaded 
none preſent had any other view of the conference; tho now 


made a venting grievous errors. But this reproach will eq 2 af- . 
not 


fect the other Rev. Gentleman, who has often declared he had 


the remoteſt®thought of ſpeaking on that ſubject as a principle f 


his own.—Thus, Sir, you ſtumble at the threfl old, which in ſome 
caſes would be held ominaus, eſpecially as this miſrepreſentation 
lies in the ſame womb (or ſentence) with three f ds, which off 
neceſſity muſt make an im birt ® 
. You ſay one of us put a reſtriction upon your. miniſterial free- 
dom, in ſaying the congregation. would not be rent, in caſe you 
e did not teach that doctrine that was contrary to our opinions.“ 
If the matter will look a little worſe by interpolations, we ſind you 
are not reſtricted there. The perſon's words were theſe, In caſe 
« you did not rent the congregation with your. preaching, he 
c ſhould never do it with his opinions.“ The plain import of 


which is, that he intended to keep his opinions to himſelf „ this 3 | 


was no reſtriftion of your, miniſtry ; but perhaps too much ſo of 
his own chriſtian: liberty. However, rather than you would.agt 
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have a ſtroke at theſe opinions where none in prudence could re- 
. ply, you would riſk the fate of the congregation in bringing it to 
te public by your declaration: Which you ſpend ſeveral pages 
ſeeking an excuſe for: Accordingly in page 8d. 
Tov fay, by your lecturing on Rom. viii. 32. New trouble 
Was brought upon you, by converſations, reading of papers, and 
requiring a fight of your notes.” If you converſed ſo often, it waz 
with none of us.—As for papers there were never any read to you 
dut one on the ſubject, Which was after your declaration, tho? by a 
kind of eee ee it a cauſe thereof: Forgetting the uſe of 
that paper, which was to repreſent the bad effects your declaration 
Was like to have upon the congregation, an@charaQers of thoſe ſo 
= traduted therein. Had we choſen to give you trouble, Sir, you 
gave us ſufficient ground to do it otherways than in the humbleſt 
manner to let you know we were injured by the reports which you 
were the ſole oecaſion of raiſing. _ NS HU  OSIAR 
ITE perſon who wrote and preſented the above-mentioned pa- 
per, alſo ſignified, that if you would give him out of your notes the 
arguments you had uſed for eternal Sonſhip, he would either give 
ou anfwers to them, or own the doctrine. We humbly conceive 
this was ho great inſolenee in him; and not below the importance 
of a ſervant of JESUS CHRIST to grant; at leaſt the Apoſtle 
thought it not grievous to write the ſame things for the edification 
of church members. —It is evident how hard you have been pinch- 
ed to find reaſons for that warning, (as you call it) when every trifle 
muſt be made ſo; eſpecially when ecls muſt be turned into cauſet, 
as you have done hner © © e 
o u go on to tell the world, that all this was extinguiſhed 
be in a little time, and two of theſe had children baptized, and 
.*©: came under ſolemn engagements to bring them up in an agree- 
C ableneſs to the word of Gop, and to the doctrines laid down in 
. our Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms.” Were there no more 
in all your reply that required an anſwer, this could not be omitted. 
The ſcope is to inform your readers that we had now given up 
theſe principles formerly maintained, and come under engagements 
to the Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms as you hold them. But 
you will not deny, we hope, that both theſe perſons made excep- 
tions againſt coming under theſe engagements as you ordinarily lay 
them on, viz. To be bound to the Confeſſion, Catechiſms, and other 
human compoſitions (commonly mentioned by you on ſuch oc- 
_ .cafions) without any difference made betwixt them, and the word 
of Gon. And without you would grant to put all theſe human 
compoſitions in ſubordination to the ſcriptures, (which you never do 
in Jaying on baptiſmal vows) they both declared they had no free- 


dom to preſent their children to baptiſm.— This you granted to do, 
and actually did ſo to them both. Where then is the 9 
. 2 | i | : NS 


relation with all er art to make it bear upon us, your readers have 
28 


riding your miniſterial fr 


and therefore you offer none for it. 


if it be not your unexpected declaration. And now you ſay, we 
« uſed means to impoſe on the weak, ſpread the infection through 


' congregation whom we perſuaded to embrace, or impoſed our opi- * 


this mighty argument againſt us ?. Bur the? ven have ward. dll 


not been ſo blind as not to ſee that it recoils upon yourſelf. How 
came you (who are fo very regular in diſeipline and government) 
to admit perſons to ſealing ordinances whom you knew had been 
venting, defending, and Tree grievous, 3 Vereſies; re- 
cedom; traducing the doctrines of the Con- 
UA of ere as traditional, and not ſupgerted by Diuine revelation : 
Yea, and guilty of ſpreading this infection in the congregation A 
which were, according to your own account, prior to the baptizing 
theſe children, which was done without ſo much as a queſtion con- 
cerning the matter in diſpute. Beſides, one of theſe two was or- 
dained an Elder, who not only to yourſelf in private, but in the 
face of the congiegation, reclaimed” againſt being bound to human 
compoſitions as expreſſed in the queſtions of the formula, any fur- 
ther than he ſaw they bore evidence from the word of Gon. W 
ſo lax, Sir, as admit ſuch a nonconformiſt? Was our hereſy ſo gr 
as to deſerve excommunication a little after, and ſo innocent naar 
as with it to be admitted to ſpecial privileges and offices in tlie 
church? We muſt think, Sir, that filence on this part ofthe affair 
would have been more prudent in you, as well as on that part of 
your warning in which you charged us with adopting ſuch horrid 
principles zo pleaſe ourſebves ; which, we ſuppoſe, was too glaring an 
encroachment upon Divine omniſcience to admit of any excuſe, 


Wx cannot underſtand what you mean by a new outbreaking, 


the congregation, and trouble others.“ This is a great part of te 
charge againſt us, and what you make the leading motive for bring- 

ing the — the public. Indeed you charged us with it before 

the ſeſſion; but did we not refuſe the juſtneſs thereof ? You were 

not then capable to prove it; and as an evidence that you relin» 
quiſhed this part of the charge, it is not ſo much as mentioned in 
the copy of the minute we * which ſhould certainly contain the 
whole of the charge againſt us. If it was juſt, why was it not | 


minuted? If groundleſs, why were we charged with it at all ? And 


why now expoſe that to the world as our crime, which you could 
not prove at our trial? Nevertheleſs, of your induſtryꝶ to find us 
culpable herein, we challenge you to produce the perſons in the 


+ One inſtance of this, was your aſſerting that 4-ch-d E—s told you, it was three 


our influence and ꝓerſuaſion that he ſigned the declinature : But he is ſo honeſt as 


to deny that ever he ſaid ſo. We are torry you engaged your own credit for he 
truth of it; and that you did not rather report it among other heat fas. 
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Pour unaccountable treatment of us may have ſome ſhadow af 


wk 


nus; &c. and anſwered them, without touching the points iuberein 
«they differed from gu. What need you then afk what point he 
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niong pam - If you find none, be content te bear the blan 


ef 


bringing it unneceſſarily to the public in your warning: And nt 


erpeling us to the world for faults that never had exiſtence, that 


e 
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- be 
F 3 
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chen triumphs: Lou make che author ſay, That for nine or 

4 Sabbaths running, hgynever touched the point.“ Such a ſen- 
tence is not in all the letter, He ſays, page zd, © It is none of 
i my buſineſs to conſider how you acquitted: yourſelf on that ſub- 
t jet. And that you produced the monſtrous doctrines of Soci- 


g #2 


meant? Did you not know. wherein we. differed from you? We 
on it was likely you did not, in ſubſtituting things ſo very remote 
rather contrary to our opinions in their room, as Arianiſm, &e. 
ut we think you ſhould have been better informed, before you ſpent 
4 many Sabbaths in endeavouring to reconcile things as different 
: "EL uz firſt ſentence in page 6th, we know not whether you in- 
tend it as the words of the letter or your own: They are not in 
che former, and if your o- they are againſt you. However, we 
hall adopt this orphan clauſe, yiz. Nor could you tell in all your 


diſcourſes yy arg that ſubject, that the principles which we held, did 
Auland in Ariani 


ſm, Sabellianiſm, or Socinianiſin; nor have yet ſeen 
cauſe to change our opinions herein, i. e. you cannot tell yet in 
your reply, except the world take your word for the whole. 
But to come to the promiſed conference, in which we are more 


Akely to agree, as you have been ſo fair in relating it from the 


Waking of the promiſe, to the charging us as delinquents inſtead of 
performing it: However, we ſhall here inſert both accounts. The 
free enquirer ſays, In extraordinary complaiſance, you were plea- 
to promiſe them a conference with your brethren who came 
ala you at the ſacrament; this promiſe you ſo far kept as to 
ec invite them to it, and appointed the time and place, which by 
266: them was viewed as uncommonly lenitive, and readily complied 
. with. How were their hopes with your fidelity wrecked at 
ee once, when inſtead of ſo much as offering an excuſe for denyi 
se them the privilege of this promiſed conference, you conſtitut 


tt the court, and called them as panels to the bart 
Tux true Replier ſays, page 7th, Being loth to do any thing 


4 raſhly, I was willing to defer the affair until ſome brethren came 
to aſſiſt me in ſacramental-work, and promiſed them a conferent 
about the matter at that time. This was agreed unto with ap- 
parent ſatisfaction Pl all parties.—The ſeſſion met on Thurſday 

; ſacrament, and was conſtituted,” “ 
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+ Now; wherein lies the difference betwixt theſe accotrite# Bd 
own the conference was promiſed,” and agreed to by all parties | 
Both acknowledge the ſeſſion was conſtituted; and we charged as 
panels without giving us the conference. And this is the very 
replier's relation 


principles could accept of. Beſides, the condition was inconſiſtent 
with the nature of the conference: That one party muſt renoutice ® 
their evidence for, and certainty in, the truth of 1 WS. 
are about to defend. This is'manifeſtly giving up the cauſe befors = 
„ STRANGE ſay you; they did not defire a conyerſation; ye 
e were apo ning ne, that their opinion was agteeable w 
e the word of Gop+! This muſt be a palpable contradiftion; or. 


: *. 
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te that they wanted to force their principles upon us. This, Sf, 
like many other extatic admirations flows from the force of imagi- 
nation. You'firſt imagine we did not defire the conference; then 
begin to wonder, and draw. conſequences. But is it not more- 
range, Sir, tht, you ſhould infer from our rejecting ti converſa- 
tion embarraſſed with your entangling condition, that W 
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deſire it at all ?: When we not only crayed: it as was promiſed: But 
* Pe. upon performing your promiſe in the face of the ſeſſion, 
Oc does, it infer the: forcing our, opinions upon you, that we were 


F 


willing to ſhew ſcripture evidence for what. we believe? And where 


is the contradiction, in a panel to * evidence for the truth of 


Von deſign at that meeting was not to confer with us from 
ſcripture: Bur, to fit Judges of our ſentiments and condemn them 
judicialhy. Kr hich g is evident, (1.) Fr om ou conſtituting the ſeſ- 
non, and propoſing that matter as the end of its being conſtituted, 
2. ] From denying us the conference, if we would not accept of the 
unreaſonable condition annexed to it. (3.) From your haſty de- 
terminations.* (4. ) From your refuſing to hear what ſcripture e- 
vidence we had to offer for our ſentiments. And (5.) From Your 
producing the Confeſſion of Faith to try our faith by, and refuſing 


to read. the ſcripture proofs for the articles we; differed about. 


+ 


* * 
Yo 


* 
. | 
1 
6.3 $ 
F 


Page th, Lou reckon it defamation to call the Confeſſion of 
3858 em. Pray, Sir, do you call it a Divine ſyſtem? 
It is likely, when you put it in the place of Gop's word to try 
people's faith; and call it a teſt of orthodoxy: A form of ſound 
words; as if the ſame which Timothy was enjoined. to hold faſt, 
Theſe. are characters only oper to the unerring word of Gon, 


* 


which it is a greater pity.to diſcard than all human ſyſtems upon 


. 5 


earth. But more A this afterwards. 


3 * 


I x page loth, you fay, © Had werequired a co 
& could not have refuſed. it, but we were the 


+» 
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ever ſought a 


__ Tre perſon you mean, as ſoon as called before the ſeflion, te- 
quired a copy of the charge againſt him, (not your minutes). The 
Bev. Mr Nimmo replied, There was no libel formed againſt him, 
< he was called there to ſee if he would adhere to the Ns in 
c the Confeſſion of Faith formerly read to the three elders,” who 
had been at the bar before him. How can. you ſay. you could 
not have refuſed, when you muſt be ſenſible how readily. we can 


* 


9 that you obſtinately refuſed the copy of a charge which lay 


o 
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'* An elder, who was not known to be of our ſentiments, owned it in the ſeſſion, 


£ 1 7 * 
„ Gr af A 


* | our libel you | 


ouintnohs,” 85 15227 «ty SON 
ſeſſion is either not an ecclefiaſtix yout 0 


al court, or it —— deviate 
from the juſt rules of e What a degree of ſympathy you 
w—_ the r " copy! t A BOT a indeed. y WO! 
IRS 07, 17 54 Ty | 


7 4-5 : 5 * 


W . and indulgence 10 he a e wh 
2 minutes, leſt our civil inbereſt ſhould wm from ee ſeſllon jr apa 1 
thereby intimating, how tender you were in that point .—Sying and pat doi 
differs widely, Sir; but doing contrary to what we ſay, ſtill more 

you, and ſome of your very zealous, diſciples have lately fhewed for the ſaſety ( 
ter deſtruction) of our civil intereſt, ſome of us know by experience: And it 


74 


etident from your anſwer to the following letter, ſent to you b N. . 8 „ 
ral i you D 1 ISI 
EVO. rot ²˙ nes et . oro apes 3 

T AM not willing to detain you, by ow fa gn din 


fects my ſpitits.”' But as an wigs") 89555 Wi br boy affect my civil inter 
nearly. 7 And as I have heard you with ö Shin oy that you would b 
ſorry if it was ſoz Then, Sir, you will be glad when I preſent. you with an 
fon to ſhew, that you « lo not want to 8 the things o this World, with. 4 
kingdom of CnRisr. And evidencing you abhor that perſecution 5 atte 
the execution of the office of a miniſter of CHRIST. "Which you will do by Wit 
ing a ſhort line, importing, that tho* different ſehtitnents he plate betwizt A. . 
and gon in things religious, yet it is neither your opinion nor inclination, that others; 
ſhould take occafion from thence to — — him of the means of gaining. his wt 
hood; or hinder him from being cont | civil Waden, un a "a of getting 

his live lihood in the world, = hs ne Pha... | 
N . e N 


I nave nothing to 8 151 Wat cit 1 and as have been no w 
r ref WE pike en 5 
. <5 * This from yours, | ALEX. A © 
Now, r, FY nal granting this line would have manifeſted you abhorred Gens: 
20 an principles; ſo your refuſing itz declares you are well enough 8 vun; 
ſic Db e when a party cauſe is to ſerve. And ſo have the, 
Seceders? Teſtimony particularly GU againſt Eraftion tenets. 8 
Jr; hst is of more conſequence, it is rejecting what is Sls both e 
fixth and eigluh commandments, via. To uſe all lawful means ti preſerve the wy 

and procure,.and further the wealth and outward eſtate ot others. 

'THrs'you fay, * you, have nothing to da with.” But, Sir, if che perſon. had 8 
enen your enemy, the e of GD — en not 5 to M 
or his * beaſt. 
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| man þ now. 50 he is condechped as a ne and denjed 
Uma 1 820 „von were x wider ! no cate: of 
Wk you) Win tö be rie be, afid 


"Mar 


Cordi nary race 


n ies 


tite of Ban Not the copy of their minutes you will lay. "Yo 
Sir, had 1 given us 4 2 of charge, we f 1962555 th "is 1 F 
| yer min utes. 77 this affair Ne way you pleaſe, your fault only t 
8 conſpicuous . nit... OE + (cept 1 
„U take . weib, 8 "A \ to exculpate © yourſelf concerns better 
in dhe 3 of the minute that was altered. Subtract your” I praiſe 
affirmations, appeals 0 Gop, the world, &c. the en "COL 


C Ale And by comparing the original, the alteration, and 
bi 128 together, it will convince any that it is falſe.” Now, gentl 
2 25 ini Dane ut the merit of this accuſation upon ſuch a foo ootin wron 
a true, # Thou juf juft 2 be accounted the vileſt of mankind, WW form 
and utter - 9 — fit for any ſociety, but that of the infernal was þ us de 
e 2 85 to paſs ſuch a ſentence upon yourſelf, in caſe what the T 
7 Enquirer hath : ſaid be true, and then to Wen ſuch ſlender 285 
e Hence to the contrary, really 1 . es us e ech - You. ſay, Same i then 
know it to be falſe.”; It may ed millions with e. were 
| N ou mean the 785 regation Who heard it read, tend 
2 1 „8 to imagine, that all. * ſeri 

0 te that was read, when they I ref 
: ee arch rind ae it was altered or not. How then can l, 
they be evidences either for, or a againſt it ? If we ſuppoſe a Nee mor 
ton frötn the court, read pub 1 805 this t. OWN, would any be. 
fo ſenſeleſs as ſay, that all the croud t t beard i it, could tell what 
5 alterations it underwent. in the committee that drew it? The caſe. 
is parallel, for the minute was altered in the ſeſſion, which you Cer, 

any do not mean by the ſome hundreds, ſeeing th are not 

re. But your other evidence. is ſtill weaker. For tho the o- Ou 
riginal Fedde and extract were compared, the queſtion in re. ſev⸗ 
mains, Which was read ? And if put to the whole con ngregation, "trac 
; ! not. one e WY. WAR a A e Me gang" ſev 


T Ni R 
3 * , er enn © he 70 of | ; di (, 
— and in effect fei ng. He govern of the e Mon e ſch 

| Lg uch ers ee 15 dein — Therefore, Sir, tell us no more of your ſympathy. , re 
| and —— the civil intereſts of any but your own arty, fince you bye bs rp 
I under your hand you have nothing to do with any other. + 
Wr had taken no notice of the above letters, had not the perſon bao ig tra- pa 
need for making that requeſt, which he needed not expect to be Favoured by you, . 
o in page 4th; glories in the honourable employment « 'of Hying * 4 N 8 on, 7 

tte chriſtian characters of theſe who ate ſo unhappy as to aiffer in ſentiments from rw 
28 which 25 call Hf. 4 and — their own chars dere f de if all that differe, 
1s, „ bur denies 

they are more 


mounts to no more, khan e that ſome bundreds know it to x 


"cept upbraiding 1 us for 1285 ourſelves; up to prea 


ſerie 1 re 5500 
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S was 


pom, 25 r it 8 . 1 
. You fa + page 1 Zh, 6e, All of them had a free F | 

« a Rev. rother. and me, in the preſence of 121 5 Ger Not 4 

only three of us; and on your part it was far ach e tee, ex- 

ei be free conferrit As. to the Rev. Mr an — 
ers, conferring... V. Mr. Hunter 

raiſe w tion, TEN he, reaſoned; with a ſpirit; ofamildniels 


1 gone} 5 is cor — 
Aa e neee 


n the 
us . . us 


rtations. This could not 


e ſefion, had found us guilty long before. It was kind 
gentleman to uſe means to: convic 


5 


e But His converſe with Hunter, Aug. 1 25 2 
our Pro am May 22,, When of conterringy 
wed Ingen, i 1 d with us accordingly... ; N 
Turk are undry other mi I reſentations In your Raps L 

25.W& l detain yo von, Jir, wake 1 n 5 review of 
them, ſo we.could hn clear ourſe Ke of. 8 e 
were we to enumerate all oe thin 

tending only to at Bro the inconft 


as ma xcal . ve Pages leverth en 39V. our b 
to ne or notice. of ſarca ms, that. ſubject is often e 
dur opinions have not, not cannot be proved agreeable do ſcripture, 
you tell us o 12 ht times. A that. 51 90 Principles and terms 
of communion. are ſo, you make, a whole dozen repetitions of. 
errors, mi (cor * e 1 1 les, is but abqut 

ſcventeen times mentioned. An nquirer, as often 
traduced for N ala 5 — particulars been 
even, inſtead of ſebenty, 5 22 had been ſhorter, and the 
c rength (or rather weakneſs) of you your reaſon ning. appeared leſs in 
diſguiſe.. But in this we ſuppoſe, vou have 3 lumed the office of a 
ſchoolmaſter that lay ſo near your mind, who is obliged by & 6 | 
repetitions, to draw his pupils into the habit of knowing and} 
lieving ſome things to be true upon his authority, becauſe not 
pable to de ate them to THE capacities, * 
UNDER this head we Fang eſcape that very 1 period, 8 * 

| free writers. od 
« who can hinder dem k. A notable diſcovery! But where's; 
quire Bes is She duty. of all, and as glory of my | 
cefaBh, 255 * * ce "2, s an SY} Tile: bill 5 * Very. A 
I ne ney —— more t 8 
7 85 | ny cis | 
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of. 25 ſubj 1200 
e F Reply ?* 10 
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Hei ab. 2 write ly, 2 : privilege 


ge 3 4: Which 
Was ps 4 ny, Nor! buman authorities were all ſet aſide; 
Event that ofthe venerable Y/e/minfter aſſembly,” as incompetent e 
*vidence, and the matter ſubmitted pnly to the Divine'teſtimony 
What mein then for producing the Tentiments of one Divine 
*Eſpecially one-whoſe r ation 4 a chriſtian, and divine, you 
connexion with the ſynod you belong to had endeavonred to blaſt, 
4s paſſing the greater ſentence of excommunication upon! him, He 
muſt he delivered over to Satan 'for his unſoundneſs, yet his 10 
ments compoſed fince that ſentence made the ſtandard 88 try people's 
[Faith * "The to us, Mr Erftine's m and works are very dear; 
et we humbly -conceive, another human teſtimony (linee' you af 
o fond of them) would have ſuited you better. 
pax 6th, You call it a plain truth, . That our opinions were bo 
e near a-kin 1 Seridiene, that we could not abide to hear them 
A eonfu ted, &. This muſt be of on ſame * e you with 
our opinions ha a tendency to Ariani abe aniſm,&c- you have 
equally oe orings i. e. pived "kg 5 4 * fo 
Coulp you ever have a fajrer opportunity to prove cho ming 
3 bo nk writing A =, Re N er : 
much as attempted to do in all your Reply ſaying ſo is 
ſiufficient, and no doubt vo Saeed 5 n Would 4 
determined ſignificatiqu to your readers; vis. that we were Arian, 
Fe. This: you teach them from experience, pa 15th, 6. Whenever 
„ hear Arioniſm or Socinianifm mentioned, I conceive of them to 
de nothing but the principles which Arian and Socinians hold,” 
No they muſt haye dull copceptions' indeed, that wilFnot con- 
:ceive us to be of theſe denominations when vou have mentioned 
them ſo often: And added ſuch cogent proofs, as, „% I freely declare 
that I will never decline from calling an Arian an Avian; a Sa- 
56 bellzan a Sabellian, nor from faying that opinions tending to 
«6 theſe have ſuch a tendency.—Theſe men's opinions are a-kin to 
the Socinians, Kc.“ Here is ipſe dixit for the whole. This is 
the conciſeſt method of proving things imaginable: And a ſhort 
Way of making heretics, Bur we muff be allowed to fay Ys that ſuch 
Peakneſs makes eyident your incapacity to prove our opinions he- 
A Fetical.” It is not your ſaying ſo, and another going as far as you 


Mine, pa 


purpoſe through che whole of your Reply. 
Tux Free Fa wh puts this queſtion, R Has not every | ory 
. . owe rio! leaving the Fommhaipg of * 2 2 


4 e LS * hots WFP - es EL e re 
7 4 


8 #® ? 
S 5 > 24 g 
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ES maſt 5p 


& againſt our o pinions ? But this you have never 


30 that will prove it: But that is _ ſum of your” argc. to . | 


*for then by your own conſent, | 
to excommunicate muy a v1 ne confirmed ev 


* That it was only our conceptions of their terms | Dn 
te able to ſcripture, but our. thinking ſo did not make it 1a.” 
dir, our thinking fo from ſcripture evidence will make it ſo to 
And what do you think the ſeceders had more for ground of fee 


rl terms a communion were ee * es ep 


ans Cor. j. 11 5: 1 Nl. 15%. 


Le 


16 wer ta jci whe he terms. of | N 
Lora to Na 155 ſuch as in coni 55 e he cannot ag — * 
You were aware how much of your cauſe de ik aa upon ee — 
ſwer to this queſtion, therefore you . e er 5 Br. ge 
'vegatively, which were both 8 for . "The: 15 wo 
rom thing : 


ws 


the Free Enquirer. Al edges 94. ou : The laſt waz equally dan o 
gerous, by giving, a thruſt at chriſtian liberty, — ſcie 
Lin: ſeceders principles avowed in their act and teſtimony Wir 
ſuits you better than either of theſe, is to ſpend Hg oy es ruraing 
the queſtion into an argument of your on deviſing, 


it as moſt abominable, a ſetting up of el aten as the 1100 le : | 


rule. Thus you evade the que 2 a NN of words 3h 
dave not the leaſt reference to it. 939 — always. ſi uppoſe | 
terms of comniunion are unerringly fixed on ſcripture, - — 
"ſinful i in us to forſake communion. 2 5 ou. But the matter comes 
to this, Who is to judge for a perſon whether terms of communion 
be agreeable to Gop's word ar not? If he take the impaſer's word 
for it, and ſo approves of them, his faith is implicit, 1 
ment commences Papiſts ſubmitting, his conſcience blind! 

dictates of the church. If he does not this, what then 0 i beds 
Why, judge for himſelf whether thelgterms are agreeable to E 
ture. Auf if his conſcience, informed from. ſcri pture, concludes 
theſe Mics diſagreeable thereto, it is his duty to decline that Som. 
munion from a principle of conſcience. . Is: this ſetting , confck» 
ence as the ynerrin rule? Or muſt the man continue 2 IEET 
munion, and ſo declare war againſt the Gop of heaven, NE. de- 
puty conſcience i is; and live under the conſtant accuſations of that 


monitor and judge he perpetually « carries in his on breaſt. « For 


'« if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart.—B6- | 
* loved, if our heart C01 i 48 det ho have uh conic dende 8 
1 towards Gop.”t, + | 3 
By r the fault in the Uveſtian is, that the word of Gay i is gt 
entf inſtead of cgnſcience, The Fr ree Enquires lays, na 
more on conſcience than the apoſtle did. 5 And tho? the word af 
Gop bad been put in, the Replier's ordinary * 45 ready, 


"= 


ration from the church of Scotland ? Did that church acknowled 


.-b r . i. 33 16. e's is, 11 . ii 


A (n 
is 5 were * do the God of Gow: Was 0 
make the ſeceders Hetetics, $i!) feparatirig from., 
ippofition n This their terms of cod union were not 52 
| as hey rin Heede Could Spree With? We would know what 
5 Fug the ſeceders had of judging for checke e in that 
r chriſtians ave | 2 251 n 5 in Sing 'of their aL 
communion? But lay you, < y 4 gray 8 all the liberty. 
8 d. ward* of Gop allows pb What I is it, {o long a 
wer are reftrigted to you A pinion, of. ſome = er fallible' ment, 
1 *he meaning of {ciipture ? The church of Rome 8 gives, 
enſive; e a Judge of the meaning of 2 8 and 
e val 15 muſt be Katte their judgment as the true ſenſe; 
A0 Every nie muſt befieve as the church doxh. This liberty 945 
Setids Hot bn tevelation, but the good-will of 175 chürch. 
We difference betwirt them and us is only this; ; they 8207 5 
 Yeacher? interpretation without the ſcriptures and we have the fen 
Xures with our teachers“ Interpretation, Which: hft we are i 
efieve. Ibis i is a change of 3.7 but not of popery The 
& Enquirer alledges, it is mot like a Chriſtian * to be jeve 5 
'{ profeſs what he ſees'eviderices'in the word of Gop to ſup Pg . 
This you ſay, makes as much for any Arian in the x 
. him,” Now fince confolence, and ideheeh from the. aaf 
| "Gov te both excluded; What remains, but to give up all to f 
5 ent and dilerttion bf bur teachers ?—But 85 muſt pod 
„„ 60 pthc Eaitiot ſee the propriety of their Interpretations; hes 
M0 in the mean time are affured by the | eat Gop, that they muſt be | 
Bee With thts . ada, for Gar 
1 . bellere 6r profeſs ? On would think chey oaght to be tig 
EE Ae ene before they aſſent to theſe interpretations. 
if they ſearch the [ſcriptures to fee if theſe things are 105 
0 s to the A 199 ate 19 1 9 to this Ae 
we Fg retics in di RN 98 955 


9 7 gr A us. EE wp our Gr Rep rh Ny atten 195 1 
it will not obſcurely point out this doctrine ot Implicit faith, | 
THERE is 85 point you labour much in theſe pages, . 
That we were in communion with you When you efcotaſiniangl 
It may be aſked, Sir, if it be "ble for a-perſon to leave yo . 
| Tommunion when once he is in it 17 Your reaſoning would in 
was not. Our declinature was given in writing, ubſcribed by 0 


, Land the cauſes mentioned; tho? not ſufficient to you, they were 
to us; it was received in 4 conftitured femon, read, and Kept wi i 
out any anſwers returned. By your own conſent then, we were no uthor 
Jonger under your- Juriſdiction : when you accepted the declinatüre, 


1 Wirk we explicifly rendunced d your authority over u 
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congregation. ti | 
you, pretend to have ſtill — oyer us a8 if in —— re 
with 91 IE Wy 8 and. +5 wy = 
it as. ea t, Wou too like 2 n 
ad. your. felon +. we ſhall:only add this-refleQian #7 ho 
THAT when: any degree. of perſecution is 
world in print, it is the duty of every friend of chriſtian li 
ppear againſt it. And as the principles couched in your | 
make. it evident these is e e of countenance ſtom cha 
power, (which. we ma Om Gop rung: in another channel) cor 
tfiroy the chriſtian liberty which Gob hath made the pin. 
lege. c of e every individual that comes not up —_—_— ſtandard, o 
neaning, impoſed, upon the. ſc criptures,: We ſhould think it firange> 
if men were ſo infatuated, as not to hold ſuch principles in. deteſta- 4 + 
ton, In vain haue proteſtants 9 off the. yoke, of Reniz/nſlavery, ! 
they are obliged;t to take on another, equally. ſevere. + Everyjchriftt-+ 
aq muſt Ay think. mietet free in his choice of hat doctrines 
be is to believe beſide thy. ſcriptures. _ He cannot he diveſted 56 0 
that power Dep Almighty Gop hath endowed him with, of; 3 
for himſelf. in things Sf the laſt conſequence tochim, and fon | 
he himſelf, and not. — 4 for him, muſt be judged; accordi 
the, uſe. and. improvement he makes of the 1 and privileges _ 5 
towed, upon him: Therefore, ſhould; beware of giving ups A 
judgment and conſcience to be governed by any man. ar ſociety, till 
be can find, ſecurity, from them, that they ſhall anſwer at the dar 
of Gop for what errors maꝶ; be in his faith; and for his affronting - 
he Majeſty of heaven, in rejecting his Divine command of judging 
ar himſelf; and ſetting up fallble mortal. in the throne. of: Gon, 
2s lords e over his conſcience. - NS £3” 
WE muſt, dern diſpatch the Reply, ods he — 
ther intended upon it, to give place for ſome remarks:upon'a laters 


. Performance. Therefore ſhall onôy remark. on the 4ibs generals 
cated fault WP find to your Reply: That it was certainly indecent ing 
your ou, 8 ih. treat the gentleman ſo, whom you ſuppoſed to be thay} 
fer it e ot e letter: And particplarly ſo, when it is conſidered,» - 

y u, Phat you had all. the certainty which any perſon could require that! 
re 8 was not the author 2 it, previdus ta your writing the Replyuo. | 
with» Did) you not deſire a 7 gentleman, ta enquire at the 

re no thor whether he Was ſe:or note: his he did, and ovas;icerifieds 
ture, 


n the ts ken teres, From! [his:omh mouths: that Ne ache. 
man I . an ws e OT peed the other he 


an l 8 80 Faſtin bitn'che = | 
2 ite: of the cleareſt evidence to the contrary; and ſo 85 
ele with the _ tleman's evidence, and your own incredulity } f 
- It ſeems you'did not intend Gale. his inforfaarion,” tho Jou en mo 
bim to obtain: it for you. rec 
Buer if you aſk why the true nijthor concealed his proper ning: abo 
We anſwer,:it was to ſave you the labour of throwing out p onal” pr | 
_ reflections, -and:that you might have only the ſubject itſelf to = f 
ider. And you have given evidence that his jealouſy: was well 
founded, finceirather than you would not be diſſectin Bonk me! 
= ſubſtitute ' an author which Po” were  aſared_ had not the ſub 
— 6 e det my 
UT you repeat your e we res rt or | 
| you, chat that the real author is the ſame with the ertainly of 12 hov 
5 diflertations. And now perhaps you have ſulficient matter for 3. = = 
nother reply, containing all the hearſays concerning him. And in-  <iv! 
1 we are ſorry to hear ſo mo ſay, that this is a department: a. duc 
the — which you ſeem peculiarly qualified for. A the] 
Howe ys make but lame arguments, had you in place of them, and ** © 
other diſparaging characteriſtics, ſubſtituted ſome better XS" 
in defence of your own and ſeſſions conduct towards us; your © hav 
_ dor would haue deen ware conſpicuous," and your Reply Py chea 


i 
2 * 
* 


ä Dx 6 now: to condlade;) permit us, gir, to expreſs h G0 
| gy we lament, the many unhappy and unchriſtian-like con bn, 
uences that have attended this irene betwixt you and wil mac 


hat occaſion enemies to religion take to inſult it, with the pro- all 1 

_ fefſors thereof in general, when they find the ſtricteſt of them, in 42 0 
conſtant ſtrife, who ſhall be moſt active in deſtroying the reputations Jebr 
and intereſts of others: Makin detrastion and defamation" the live 
buſineſs of their lives; and all 8 colour of zeal for religion, ag f <2 
ens now: become a ſanctuary for the groſſeſt immoralities, and an mer 
excuſe for the deſtruction of all that is dear to their fellow chriſtianz. of u 
SurrER us alſo, to lament our own fate, in the very hard treat- . 
ment meaſured out to us: Who for embracing truths, which ap- ö 
peared ſo to us, not from any principles of pre cjudice, education, or 
party; but from evidences drawn immediately from the word of 


* 4 8 * Ml 
* . 5 — 
* 


Dod; which we could not recede from, without offering violence 
0 our underſtandings, conſciences; and duty to Gon; and mani - one 
Lee privilege he hath granted us, of delieving or Foes 
ves what we ſee the ſtrongeſt evidences from revelation'to fup- - 
Port. For this, as it were the greateſt crime, we muſt be brought un- 
de Ca neceſſity of either renouncing what we were perſuad- = 
ed in our on ene were the trüiths of God: Orin RRP, 


118 
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onA Pamphlet, entitled s View of the Trinity, Kc. on BIT 


civil intereſts of o wage Aanifold are the 


ciſt upon us, who 15 Rave acted more like "chriſtians, had they 
mourned over our fall = they ſuppoſed) ; and uſed means for our, 
recovery; than with all the vchemance of declared enemies, to my 
about and traduce and calumniate us as the vileſt of men. This 
e 17 be ſurpriſing to Thad, perſon of candor ; and a w 
nour to Cc at t ligian of the m 
e, Lace Ne R of note 
3 10 OG in the acrimonious party quarrels, Chick be have _ 
ſubſtituted i in the place of n 2 and 3 love, which 
of peace. How inconſiderate a part do: they act, 5 proclaim 
how little 1 ee chriſtians, d their for- 
wardneſs and dili Firs the i 85 en acters, and even | 
mples w. could pro- 
duce ; hut as we chuſe rather g Lament. AE weakneſs, and wiſh 
their reformation, tfan retriminate: So we take this opportunity 
to declare our real ſorrow, that that you, Sir, whom wealways perſuad- 
ed ourſelves, were far other e Mould in ſo many inſtances 
have been ſo nearly connected. But as far as we kryw our own 
chearts, and theſe things concern us, we ſincetely forgive, ug 
others who. have ſo manifeſtly injured us, Ang deſire to pra 
Go may grant forgiveneſs 3 and grace to preſerve Jou 
fin, and every ſnare Sf the devil: And that at laſt ydu r 
made poſſeſſors of the peaceful regions of immortal ble 
all the jarring ſentiments of Baade s diſciples {hall befor: Seni 
in oblivion, and they etetnally united in harmonious engen, 
lebrating the praiſes of Gop and the LAB: — That we may all 


Jive here as expectants glffithat pure inheritance, into which matbing 


-can enter that defileth or maketh a lie, and be ready for the enjdy- 


ment thereof, when time with us Gall. bs pts a ** * * * | 


of us, who remain. Rave: 1 l 
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. We 


De 
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FE raya w fubj Ned to all. 8 thoſe. could = 
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Vote, he Wot 7 warentes in in liek plixal, rea Pint i ited & 2 


ade who approved of publiſhing it; and knowing nioſt of the fatts 


| "ot — are phone. on DE * 9 to PP the truth * ihn. 
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[Dreams are dag Injertides ub fell a be ein bh tl 


FED 1 ben K Aeeps, this mimic wakes,” BIT 
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"No or imagination, it might be feckoned as profuſe in me leſs 
to be particular in replying to ſuch viſionary fables, “bete 
* it was in the pretended quaker to publiſn his dreams: Ln 
But as * his waking thoughts“ are added, which ares | Tu! 
8 -KAtitious, at leaft ſpecious, as what he calls © the viſions of his head” Hov 
upon his bed, allow me to make the e Re ſhort ran uo 12 
__ the Whole. eyer 
213 character 0 a quaker:i is ſo ill ſusported chrough che whole | Eko 
RE -of the performance, that he muſt be wilfully blind, or very little face 
. ainted with quaker principles, who does not ſee it to be coun- 
eee: In this reſpect the author has not only expoſed his own | 
weakneſs; but moſt groſſy abuſed the people of that party; who pect 


7 univerſally hold theſe things in the greateſt deteſtation, which this clud 
8 metamorphoſed quaker is here made to defend. This impotenc ie 
ner 


is not only obvious in every page; but any ordinary reader will 

- fee, what ſignals of diſtreſs, like a ſhip in a ſtormy this dreamer than 

. ſhews, and like the Pſalmiſt's deſtitute mariner, ſtaggers to and fro, 
and is at his wits end, for want of matter in Mr ; ul 8 letter to ſeale 

find fault with. * makes me think He had 1 2 conſigned rafte 
three-fourths of it to oblivion, with what was culled from it after B 

his manuſcript was ſhewn to his friends, owing to a tenderneſs in | 

_  - ſome of them to the characters of other men, ien it would ſoon righ 
9 8 Dreamer has got a very al ſhare of. | | 


* 


4 


4 CI C 


as | A's the dreamer fops he had" read Mr DSS Wetter beats id - 
MT | « dropped ful afeep,” let me ale hin, why he did nor Octet that 
lying demon which. appeared to him, while" he” utters with ſuch. 
demonian rage ſo many Care, hi are not in the letter, and ſo de- 
mon like, throws ſuch a reproach upon the ſacred word of Gop, and K 
the inſpired Solomon, a penman thereof, in calling his words, « a lift _ 
of the very opprobrious names given by Mr M- It would 

| Ie 1 8 ö . r 3 
nig appear that either the dreamer acts in concert with this lying ſpirit, 

q E | Yen ann as 
118 which here exhibited the true character of ſatan the father of lies : 
Ceci Or that he intended to expoſe "this apparition, by publiſhing his 
bes and abuſe of revelation to the mord. 
I 1r Solomon had affronted Mr N—o, why does he not take him 
— || to taſk for it? And not with impudence, peculiar to demons, cal 


+, BU Solomon's language the words of Mr Hy. By this rule of his; 
We every text that is uſed in either the Reply or this performance or | 
I the dreamer, are not the words of Gob, but the words of the Ne- 
I Bor let me not accuſe'the demon for what he is not guilty of 
481} when I read again, I find they are not the apparition's Words, but _ * 
Iz comment of the fictitious quaker, or father Mr We, who it „ 
Fo. ſeems challenges the honour of writing the notes, © 
No, I cannot help expreſling my fagrow, that any of his chas 
oth ol 22er nd proſe how! pave. tn "nn leaſt colin 1 
n ine leſs corrected, printed, and written notes of approbation to ſuch a 
| heterogenious Jumble of incoherent and iridecent reveries, as are 
contained in this performance of the Dreamer. How ludicrous 
res muſt it be among the ſcoffers at N and every thing ſeriqus? 

to find the ſacred word of Bonk | 


* « 


Were How grating to the chriſtian ear, to 
en and the privileges of chriſtians fo ſhamefully treated? Who cout 

8 ever imagine how it could enter the heart o _ chriſtian to com- - 
hole pare the fight of private emen. to a right of pi/ing in another's 

little face]! Which plainly infinuates there is no Tight of private judg- 
dun- ment at all, ſeeing none can be fo void of common ſenſe as'topre- 

own tend a right for the other. Such language could 5 ardly be ex 
pected from profeſſed enemies to religion, Who muſt certainly con 

this |} clude; that whatever is preached” and profeſſed about religion and 
he piety is all a ſolemn mockery, when they find the greateſt devotees -: 

11 thereto, who, by a blazing profeſſion, ſay ſtand by for we are holier 
aner || than you; yet ſporting themſelves wantonly with the inſtitutions'6f 

fro, heaven, which are ſo plainly taught in the word of Gop, fo often 

er to ſealed with the blood of martyrs, and the very diſtinguiſhing cha- 


r ,d 0 ee Co nk 
after | _ BUT this part of the dream is not only ludicrous and profane, 
ſsin J Put it is nonſenſe, What compariſon can we ſuppoſe betwixt the 
ſeem tight a man, has to think for himſelf in matters of religion, and a 
brutal and more than impMQtinent action, which for any one to do 


go another, offers violence to com: on ſenſe ? Is there no difference 

betwirt a man thinking he hath a right from the word of Gon u 

judge what he ſhould receive from. men as matter of faith; 3 and day 

10g that to his neighbour which would, expoſe his own ſhame, be 

| 1 unmannerly, and indecent in the higheſt degree? He whg 

3 would attempt ſuch an action, o opens to haye es 3 
75 to e 9 5 15 cop ofa cen denieteret A 8 


Ho WEVER, there is an uncommon 3 cement ws: 33 =>. 
vail s through both performances. I n e 4, concludes 
ome that differed from him to be VAT nts Hue their own cha. 
e and 9 oy Ds own ae in 42 f 2 grave-ftong 
them. Dreamer brings! : guilty of f 4 
2 b or ſelf. müde ( (pretty Tan uage for pious tied, ors indeed) 
and no daubt accounts it an act 2 of charity to bury his 3 10 
ut with their le e, the verdict of the coronerꝰ's inqueſt was neceſy 
ry for both, * they had found them guilty, much leſs burjeg 
them This perhaps * be ſuffciently 1 by the authority 
of the Replier and bis ſeſhon, who upon the ſame pringiple, may 
bring i in all the people of Britain that differ in opinion fram "them 
guilty of felo de e; but this will be ſo far from proving any man 
- guilty, that eyery one of common ſenſe muſt laugh at their folly. 
* Bur what makes Mr A.- a ſelf murderer ? Why, it was hi 
EA being ſo credulous as to believe that the Replier pointed him out 
as the author of the letter he replied to, This he had very goo 
ground for, not only from the ſcope of the Reply, and citing 
miſconſtructing a paſſage from the preface to his ſermons: But 
from the united yoice of the Replier's c regation, who were fond 
of certifying all they had acceſs to, chat N was the ve perſon i in. 
tended. But if all are ſelf- murderers that thoug ht Mr A point» 
| ed at in the Reply, there will be work . tor both Replier and 
Dreamer in burying and laying on grave-ſtones : But unhappily for 
rReplier, he muff do this good office for the moſt of his, own con- 


pregxtion who are under the ſame. 8 1 
s M—y needs not be much offended with the character which 
| this” Cane quaker hath given him, while there haye been ig 
any that haye ſhined in the church much longer than be, with 
I and unblemiſhed characters, yet being { ſo unhappy as to difter 
from that party, muſt go down to the graye with all the odium 
they could caſt upon them, It ſeems to be held as a peculiar, right, 
to which ſe—els are only intitled, to abuſe and reproach. thoſe that 
differ from them, who yet have no right to defend themſelves ; but 


pul remain content with the. Shark ag: of. l, Ki $6; if 


3 


Mr Ay has the Rephier's 


7 4 : bo 5 Nag a by 8 
er webe u. nchen e | 


words-of courſe 2 | ; 
1 


HAT 
drianiſon = both Feples 728 aß 
meaning, when ap they they have ne relation: to. 
the es . words 3 —_— r= — ettled by cuſtom, yet 
perſons neither Enow, the meaning of, nor why 
barer A , perſgns,, certain theſe muſt. by words of 
courſe. to them, —Suppoſe ſome of the Repliar's congregafioh ſhquld 
call the men that lately differed from. thera. Ariant Sobelqns, fro. 
and being aſked, as ſome of them were, what theſe names meant, 
ſhould anſwer they did not know 3- welder. theſe be met | 
courſe and void of meaning to them? Laage g 
Ir a ſeceder ſhould be aſked the meaning.of the-ward; - 
narian?. Af he could not- l pray what mes: 3k n N = 
kg th courſe. in us ſwearing. einst . eee 1 
yenant 
2 5 the Dreamer erte wich bis wills exiticiſms, and of - 
n in even the printer's boy cannot eſcape him. 
who now muſt be Blamed "forthe ungrammtiral Uitation:loan Mr 
s —— no doubt for changing the Latin participle 
crambe recocta alſo. But. the Dreamer did not mind, I ſuppoie, that 
angry letter, vindieating recarta $9 he 
the. proper conſtruRtion, and withal- deſires him to go to his Die- 
tionary again, or borrow one of his friends if he had none of has 
own... This wholly, clears the printer of the charge; and Fay — 
trifling . criticiſms of menacing pedagogue, man of the xc 
might ave. been ſpared : Which laſt, I luppoſe, will be as. 
phraſeology as crambe recanta But I hope this diſguiſed quaker ut 
kind us examples the next time he dreams. 
As for groundleſs ſurmiſes being incapable of ſuſtcient evidence, | 
it may be obſerved, that many things may have no truth in them 5 
ſelves, which to us have the nel probability. Thus many 
judges have been impoſed, upon —— which they could ngt 
reject, being brought to prove EW whick in themſelves were 
without real exiſtence, and ſo muſt be groundleſs. I ſuppoſe ha 
5 or three perſons whom the Replier could credit, told him the 
w Mr M—y write the Free Enquirer's letter, he would hae 
nikon this ſuliciens evidence, tho! i in fact it was ie 
e eee | 
Tun Dreamer enquires, how Mr Mg 1 6 acorns. for his 
« ſuppoſing that either a weak man or a ſtrong. man can believe 
% without evidence? But he ſays no ſuch thing, only; La, 
chat the Replier had believed without ſaſficient evidence. 
is too common ameng many in matters af much greater concern 
on the charaQer gf, MGA as 4owinſianges. there 0 . 


was BEGOTTEN, and that his PERSONALTTY\with all his Pf. 
VINE PERFECTIONS were coMMOUNICATED to him from the 
Farms. I would be obliged to the Dreamer, would N 
8⁰ on. . ; 1 81 : N 5 * 3 babe ak wb n 
Mn y hath theſe words, I am aſhamed to think that any 
. perſon, Who aſſumes the name of à teacher of righit6ouſnell 
«©-ſhould publiſh a report of "perſons, they are not acquainted with, 
_<:frotm bear/ay, and the uneertain voice of Fame, which have ſo'often 

tee been found at fault?! S006: ee OE > 
O chis ſentence the Dream e ee that it is like 

- acrooked Ram's horn; why, (T.) Mr AM. ſtumbles by joining a 

ngle perſon to a plural verb. (2.) He defileth bis conſeiente 

valn repetitions, a ſin againſt the precepts of both the goſpel and 
grammar (3.) He. writes found at fault. Grievous erimes in. 
eed ! But as to the firſt, the quaker is ſo intoxicated with the ſpic 
tit ot criticiſm, that he cannot ſee an antecedent ſtanding immedi- 
ately before a relative, but brings a falſe one from the beginning of 
the ſentence. The ſentence is intended to ſhew how uncharitable 

it is, to; publiſh” reports upon perſons without firſt acquainting 
them, that they may have opportunity to diſallow them if falſe, 

or confeſs them if true. So that it is only a dream that 1 

66 ſingle perſon is married to a plural verb: And the fecondis 
xe unto it: For none can ſuppoſe that writing to Mr Me, and 
praying to Gop are of the ſame conſequence; in the latter we are 
in danger of defiling- our conſciences by vain repetitions z but I 


. re 


think not in the former. Ty the — concerning the r 
of grace (a /eceding ſtandard) tells us there are no precepts in 
g Bel 1 . ow then can Mr 14—y fin againſt them? And he 
is the firſt certainly that has found this new way of ſinning againſt 
grammar. But with thoſe that can make ſins and duties at plea- 
ure, it is eaſy to make it an aggravated offence, to mention hzar/ey ; 
and the voice of fame in one ſentence. * And were it not for fear of ſtron 
ſinning againſt grammar, I would ſay they are very often different; I cover 
For I have heard it ſaid, that a quaker wrote the Dream; but the voice B ü 
F common fame ſays a ſeceding miniſter wrote it: Now is there no tion © 
n a ſeceding miniſter and a-quaker ?! r- 
Tank Dreamer betrays his own ignorance in ſaying he knows | whic! 
no wari ant for writing found at fault.” For beſi es many other I cover 
unexceptionable grammarians, he will find it in Johnſon's and Ri- powe 
er's Dictionaries, and in Dr Swif?'s works, ſuch idioms are oftener || the n 
than once. And no lefs does his folly appear in putting the quel- I perju 
tion, Wereever the names of hereſies applied to perſons ?*? Sure · thou 
ty, or how came Clark, Mchiſton, &c. to get the name of Arians abou! 
otherways; their names were Samuel Art, and John M hiſten FO ſpirec 
Fo VT | 7 ® : vy . 


3 


8 


. 

1 

N 

TE 

* 

F 0 
x 

4 

is 

L 4 
: 
2461 
N. 
31 

*. 
þ | 
* 7 * 
* 

i Þ 
5-4 
1 

5 P 
Tid 
1 

* a 

5.4 
e! 
79 
"1:4 
9 1 
my 
34 
AY 
_ 
ka 
% bi 
* 
. 
4 
11, 0 
1 
. 
Gy: 
0% 
IP :Y 


ws 


|», Ok 

x Cs ** 
* 

ſies 


j 


hin: Aay- 


* * 


202 2301 ma - 5 
nting ow or covenant. Anda ſure Egyptian bondage, nor gally 


9 | extirpate is not to be found an it, 
n the and therefore is a malicious flunder. A poor reward indeed But as 
id he I humanity obliges to protect the injured, I. muſt let the. Replier 
aink know that the quaker is ig the right, for he will find the word zr - 
plea - tirpation in the 2d par, of the Solemn; League and Covenant, ane 
arſay the words root out in the National Covenant, with many other of 
ar of ſtronger emphaſis. Therefore it is a ſlander both upon quaker and 
rent; covenants to ſay the words are not to be found in them. . 
voice Bur to come to the Dreamer's defence. He gives ud a deſini- 
e no tion of perſecution, which I find no fault with; but he entirely fajls 

I in clearing the management of theſe covenants from perſecution, 
zows which was his principal purpoſe. For itfis well known that theſe 
ther I covenants were enforced: by the higheſt pains in law when the civil 
Ri- power happened to be on that ſide: And no ſeceder will deny, that 
ener the manner theſe covenants were impoſed was the occaſion of much 
uel- If perjury and profanation, eſpecially from 1638 to 1050, when many 
ure · ¶ thouſands were forced to twear, who: had no knowledge or fai 

iam ¶ about hat they were ſwearing.” Then both church and ſtate con- 
but ¶ ſpired to force every, ohe utter the obligation of theſe e 


1 


nich is: erideit am che acts of the Aſenbly at Zdnhwys 
30, 1639, gel. 225 By which chey not only by their à ee 
order a its ſubſcribe'4he Confeffion of Faith and Covenants under 


pain of. the higheſt: church benſures; but petition the Privy COunel 
| — their authority And alſo petition the — "Elij6ih 
| the ſablotiptionunder ali evi pains. Accordingly the Privy Coun. 


| Sea Fhitb dun Cormant) — Chan I. Parl. , 


6 tnt after lang and due examination of dur own - conſelences it 
reſb}. 


8 matters f — religion, we are now thoroughly: 
t vel in che truth by the word and Spirit of Gon; dhereſbrt we 


out hands, and affirm before Gon and the whole: world; that this 
tio bre ſub) 


pere 1 
2cenſures 


i Replier:? The ſeceders do not enforce them by civil penalties; an 
chey have the obligation r therefore cur 
not beChargeable with ſuch : nn hs ot od coo 


— their party. But were circumſtances to ſuit, as the note 
_plim vun the preſhytery. lamenting in their anſwers to Mr Naim 


having ache ecncurrenice of the civil powers, for managing neceffary 
and lawful proceſs againſt malignants.“ In the — — gs 


| fwear, That they ee 


alſo fay, that it was not ſuitable to their preſent circumftances, to 
blend civil and eccleſiaſtical matters in the oath of Go in reneu- 
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eil ordained the ſubſorĩption of them, Aug. 3 880 — And rhePar. 
liament, June #1, 1640, ordains and commands all his Majeſty, 
ſubhecte, of what rank. and quality ſoever, to ſubſcribe the Confeſ. 


— Could this be called a voluntary ibſeription when People 
to ſwear, however different their private ſentimentz 
. anck in ſay as the covenant bdging, « We prof, 


£4 believe with our hearts; confeſs with our mouths, ſubſcride:with 


cc is the true chriſtian faith, &c. Was not this perſeeu 
— s'to ſwear in the moſt ſoles manner nem. 
very much er Fee and chat under ti 
and-ppriſhments? - $7 RE +} 22431 5 QF 008-019 
„bat is all this t the 


vr che Dreamer will perhaps f 


Mesto the firſt, there is good reaſon for is the! civil powers: are 


'#1th, they would att the ſame tragedy; whith i; 


« 2 ate we ſo ſituated as our reformers, in 


-nllent,” page 39, 


that act of Parliament whereby princes were oblig 


empire: ali heretics, that ſhould be convicted by the kirk.“ Ther 


ing the Covenants.” From all which *tis plain, there requires no 


: more: than e of circumſtances to renew the old ſcene oſ 


 onimanding, enforcing, ordaining, and coinpelling all to aden . 
f the zealous reformers had done before. 


B ur they have altered the covenants and che obligation to then. 
This no doubt is a fep of bee geae, The Dreamer defines the 
cobenant to be a promiſe to o a the commands of Gop,” lo 

aal, Exed. xix.8. _ 


that the Logp hath ſpokbn, we will de.“ . gon 


word — 0 


13 


8 5 
will deny, are of perpetual obligation) and ſeceders conſtantly — 
that the Covenants are of moral, and ſo of perpetual obligation 
upon poſterity, whether they ſwear to them or not, and this cer- 
tainly the laws of Gop are: Vet they have changed the articles 
of the Covenants; and the note writer ſays, * they are to be ſuited 
to times, places, and circumſtances.” ip where got they an au- 
thority to alter the laws of Gon, or change the ob gen to that 
which is morally. binding It muſt be cis the ſubſtance, or 
manner of expreſſing the Covenants that is binding. f the firſt, 
tat is the laws of Gop and CHRIST, as the Dreamer ſays, Which 
were morally binding, antecedent to either making or mending the 
Covenants, and could not be ſubject to alteration. If the latter, 
it muſt follow, that the moral obligation of the Covenants in their 
former fotmiof expreſſion muſt ceaſe when it is altered, they can 
not be both binding at the ſame time when ſo different.” | How: - 
ſhall we then know whether it is the Covenants made by the Aſſem- 
bly, or thoſe mended by ſeceders, that is binding upon on ſucceed=; 
ing generations? If a church judicature hath power to make one 


alteration: in- perpetual ablzgations, they may make. a thouſand; and 


on ad infinitum ; and ſo we ſhall be for ever” uncertain: what 
ij binding, and what Soto ef we eq 
Max A ＋»ĩ ſays, the Replier wo fins to root out all opinions 
but his own. The Dreamer ſays, he is ſworn to extirpate all error: 
Now we cannot doubt that the Replier thinks every opinion erro- 
neous but his own; and therefore is ſworn to extirpate all that do 
not agree with him. So that ny lays no more of the Re- d 
oy. the Dreamer does. . "7 100 en} 
„Wnar I have faid is not directiy againſt Seren 3 bar ane 
abuſe of them: And ſhews how kAitious the Dreamer's :account 
is of the-Replier's vow z which by an uniuſtifiable uſe of it, hath, _ 
. the oecaſien of more perſecution than ever Was in Britain * 
des. 3787 
MR Mm ae « the word of Gov, cit the eonſideratiom 
of conſcience, has no more fitneſs to direct men than other ani- 
mals,” The Dreamer ſays, The word of Gop is the infallible 
rule among rational and moral agents. Which plainly ſuppoſetn 
it can be no rule to any other. Here they are agreed. For with- 
out a princple of conſcientiouſneſs, no bring can be called rational 
or moral. Wherein men agree with animals, the word of Gon 
can be of no uſe to them, without we ſuppoſe ſome other conſi- 
deration, viz. underſtanding and conſcience, by which men are ca- 
pable of uſing it. This is plain from the Dreamer's own ſenti- 
ments; But he is ſo fond of differing, as to fix a contrary meaning 
to the words, viz. That conſcience muſt -fix a meaning to the 
n . W 


. \ 


Dreamer will have the word of Gop. itſelf intended here. 


| intelligible jargon. 


-« fcripture? If they did ſo, how come others to 


And this he proves 


be thinks fit from the word of Gop.” 


than he thinks right or agreeable to the word of Gop; but the 


this a groſs perverſion?” It was not poſſible any perſon awake and in 
his ſenſes could fo miſtake without deſiggg ee 


having cited this clauſe from the letter, every man hath un- 
_ <<: doubtedly. a right to judge for himfelf eee, wats meaningof 


<- ſcripture,” and cannot receive it but by an affent of his on 
* 1 Which the Dreamer ſays no man in his ſenſes 
will deny. But what way will he find it faulty? He takes a part 


of this ſentence, and a part of another, tranſpoſeth both parts, 


points it to anſwer his purpoſe, and then barefacedly cites: them as 
words of the letter, and the meaning of the other ſentence. Is this 
Juſtice, Mr Dreamer? To put a bad ſenſe upon a perſon's words: 
when they will bear a more favourable one, is baſe: But to tranf- 
poſe, interpolate, and change the pointing, to make an author ſpeak 
nonſenſe or error, is an affront to religion, reaſon, and common 


ſenſe. By the uſe of this method the Dreamer's beſt ſentences 


ight be made blaſphemy; and the moſt elegant compoſition, un- 
I wovrp aſk: the Dreamer, how he came to approve of the Con- 
feſſion of Faith? Was it not becauſe he was perſuaded in his own; 
conicience that it was agreeable to ſcripture? Or how came the 


_Replier's ſociety to fix the meaning of ſcripture? Did not their 


conſciences tell them that their inferences were uy drawn from: 
>: puilty in uſing 


the ſame privilege? If they did not, then they have believed im- 


plicitly without any judgment of their own. n. 
Bur I muſt not omit that marvelous definition of conſcience 
given by the Replier in his note: He ſays, it is “ an intellectual 
power, by which an aſſent is given unto the prineiples of moral ope- 
rations. Which is right in genus, but wrong in ſpecies and uſe. 
That it is an intellectual power is right. But that lit always aſſents 
to the principles of moral action is falſe. Theſe principles are ei- 
ther external, or internal; the word of Gon is the external princi- 
ple of moral operation; but this many: conſciences have not yet aſſent- 


ed to. If motives of action in the mind are internal principles, the 


dür hearts or conſciences condemn us. 


5 5 25 Gd - ot 


* 


nſcience often diſſents from theſe; for the Apoſtle tells us that 
ME tag aber nc 


% 


do be the true meaning, by quoting a golden ſen- 
tence, as he calls it, from Mr.AA.— 5's letter, which was never in it; 
and fo makes him ſay, that a man vo © and receive what 

r M—y is ſpeaking of 
human doctrines, and inferences held forth by men to be believed, 
of which every man has a right to receive as much and no more 


Is not 


underſtanding or will; when it judgeth, it is the conſcience.” Po 


to have done with the Greet word corrnom5w he uſes, which is'not 


trouble Greet or Latin languages. 


vil, and bottomleſs pit, Libera nos Domine. 


PSAS : 3 1 C 
n the mind äàſſents, it is called the 


* 
W 


aſſent is to believe, not to judge. This definition belongs to the 


underſtanding, if the Replier ſtill holds Have ſchool definition of 
faculties in the foul ; but perhaps he has fe 


| rgot, and ſo ſubſtituted 
the conſcience in room of another power of the ſoul, as he ſeems 


in the language. The printer's boy has perhaps been found zt 
fault again. It would be needful either to uſe a Lexicon, or never ; 


& 


— 


o 


 PaGE Sth begins with ſome terms extremely fliers, and very 
decently applied to Mr MY; ſuch as fire, frying-pan, pope, 
popery, devil, bottomleſs depths, ſcepticiſm, &. From his 1 
nary phraſes ſome might imagine he had been cook; however, 
ſuch kitchen ſtuff is tolerably innocent: But ſuch acircle of fright- 
ful words together, from one who was ſo lately converſing with 
demons, looks ſo conjuration like, that I muſt ſay, from pope, de- : 


. a 


Ax the bottom of this ſenſible page, the Dreamer quotes a paſ- 
ſage from Mr M—y's letter, and roundly tells us that no proteſtant 
will differ from what he ſaith : Vet immediately calls it a = 
parade of words, an invidiouſly deſigned ſentence, From whence we 
infer the Dreamer is no proteſtant. He blames Mr —y for judg- 
ing Mr Ms upon evidence. But here he repays him war, in- 
tereſt, without evidence. He cannot find fault with the paſſage it- 


ſelf, therefore falls upon the author's deſign. This muſt be un- 


charitable preſumption indeed! Who boldly ſteps into the throne 
of Gop, now, Mr Dreamer? From whence were you endued with 
ſuch penetration, as to diſſect the intention of the ſpeaker, when 
his words ate without exception? oh 8 
He fays, the Replier and his ſeſſion never ſet up for diftators 
for every individual upon earth.” This is fine Logic; every indi, 
vidual upon earth, are not in the Replier's congregation ; therefore 
there are no individuals in it. But if they dictate to any one indi- 
vidual, it is the ſame preſumption as to kind, with pretending to 
dictate for ene hee T2 W £ 
Burt I muſt paſs over many things in theſe pages, to come to 


the particular purpoſe intended in writing theſe remarks, which 
was fo ſhew the weakneſs of the Dreamer's ſubtle and ſpecious rea- 


ſoning in favour of human ſyſtems, to the prejudice of chriſtian li- 


berty, and the Divine authority and uſe of the ſacred word of 


Bur before I proceed, it muſt be obſerved how apt the ſimili- 
tude is which the Dreamer produces, to prove that men are ac- 
countable to others than the Almighty, for what their conſciences * 


receive from the word of Gop, It is no Jeſs than that of King 


| Charles 
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. Charles the firft, whog becauſe he ſtretehed the. prerogative, .impoſeg 


the principles of a Quaker, As for the 
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upon his ſubjects, and ſubverted their ſacred and civil rights and 
Privileges, was therefore by the laws of the land, accountable far 
theſe depredations to his ſubjects whom he had thus ſo manifeſtly 
1njured.-—go that becauſe one man is accountable to another for the 
injuries he does to him, contrary to religion, reaſon, and common 
ſenſe; therefore he is accountable. to bim for his inward ſentiments, 


and what his conſcience receives from the word of Gop,. Can any 
one poſſibly find the leaſt connection here? What, no difference 


betwixt the ſentiments of a man's mind which he gathers: from the 


word of Gop for himſelf, and his actions with reſpect to ſociety! 


If his reaſoning hold, Gop is nat alone Loxp of the conſciency, 
But to keep to the ſimile, which is admirably ſuited to the author's 


pu poſe ! And I cannot help thinking that the hand of the Replier 


is therein, from its likeneſs to theſe of the ſchoolmaſter and ſcholar, 
Ec. in the Reply, which were as hn applied in a ſimilar 
caſe. I am perſuaded, if King Charles had made no more of the 


' prerogative and liberties of his ubjects than a caſe of conſcience or 


matter of ſentiment, he might have gone to his fathers in peace for 


them. He was condemned for what he did, not for what he be- 
Ng In all King Charles's ſentence. before me, I find not a 
reach of human laws. Pray, Mr Dreamer, what could his Ma- 


jeſty's ſubjects do with his conſcience; do you imagine they be- 


headed it with his body ? You confels yourſelf, laſt page, to be the 
unfitteſt man in the world to paſs. judgment on the Replier's ſimi- 


; lies, you ſhould have been better qualified before you had ſo ex- 


poſed your own weakneſs in drawing any. 


I. x that dull parentheſis immediately before this memorable ac- 


1 i 
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count of King Charles, he ſays, a man and his conſcience cannot 


be parted: But here he puts a ſpecial difference betwixt the King 


and his conſcience, telling us in Italic, leſt we ſhould not obſerve 
it, that Vin, and his conſeience both were called to an account for 
his depredations. Unhappy Dreamer, thus to contradict yourſelf 
ſo expreſly in the ſame paragraph 


\ 
* « 


BurT as there are ſome very ſevere things confidently aſſerted 


concerning theie that diſiented from the Replier's congregation ; I 
cannot heip-correcting a little, the Dreamer's miſtake, He calls 


the Free Enquirer an anonymous libe ler, and unknown þuffoon ; 
this would have been more. to the purpoſe, had he not appeared in 


ſuch diiguile himſelf ; But I think the author of the letter will be 
as readily known by the name of a Free Enquirer, as the Dreamer 


wil] by his titles Quaker, and Benjamin Broadbrim. Beſides, the 
Free Enquirer ſaid nothing inconſiſtent with the character he took; 


but this Dreamer is fo unhappy as to ſay nothing conſiſtent with 


erm Butjoon, (or Merrye 
TI "Wag 


of his conſcience, A man's conſcience lies without the 
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nce has not therited him this title, it Is 
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pone of his fault, for his nonſenſe} witleſs criticiſms, and contra- 


dickions; together with his blending things ſacred, civil, and pro- 
fane, cannot miſs to be ground of cbntempt among the ſerious, 
and matter of ſport with Deiſis and profli gate. 
Bur to come to the charge againſt: theſe men, page 1ith, he 
fays,. They ſwerved from it (viz; the Replier's ſociety) in the 
« moſt fundamental doctrines of chriſtianity. But does not tell 
what they were till page 14th, where/heiſays the * congregation a- 
reed to the ſenſe of Scripture as in the words of the Confeſſion of 
Faich ; he ſhould have added the Act and Teſtimony, and Doc» 
trine of Grace, which are ſtandards as well as the other. But a 
« few men took it into their heads to differ from the congregation. 
—How ar 3 it was in — _ TG A, Pom 
as the Replier's ſaying it was to themſeluas. -judgetl 
now, Mr 3 7 But they ff oy ar _ their fortnen img?” 
There is no diſhonour in changing > ve toy (which I ſuppoſe 
he means by /elves ) if it be for better: But take his word for it, tis 
far otherways; why, tis from the received ſenſe of Scripture ie 
means, to be ſure, as it is in the above ſtandards, which he ſays 
« reſpects the original baſis of chriſtianity. This intimates there 
are others; but if he keeps to the ſenſe as in the Confeſſion of Faith, 
we have a notable diſcovery, viz. That chriſtianity commenced 
when the Aſſembly ſummed up the ſenſe of Scripture in their Con- 
feflion 1 I have heard of chriſtianity as old as the creation; but 
never that it was no older than ſince 1648883888. 
Bur let us come to the charge, What do the men aſſert Þ Hear 
his own words, they aſſert things which appeared to thee; thy 
i ſeſſion and congregation, to remove all the revealed grounds of 
e the perſonal diſtinction among the three perſons of the Gon- 
“ HEAD, to overturn. the eternal generation of the Son, and to in- 
* validate the Mediator's right of redemption. An awful charge 
indeed! But they may comfort themſelves a little, that they only 
appeared to be ſo to the Replier and his ſeſſion, who are not 
infallible judges of other men's faith. The parts of this charge 
are, firſt, they remove all the revealed grounds of the perſonal diſ- 
« tinctions among the three perſons of the GopD-HRA D.“ Lam at 
no ſmall ſtrait to know what he means by revealed grounds. If by 
grounds he means the fundamental vauſes or reaſons of this perſon- 
al diſtinction, it is more than ſtupid to expreſs himſelf ſo; for there 
are no ſuch thing revealed, nor can all the divines that exiſt ſhew 
fiom revelation. the cauſes or reaſons of this diſtinction. Gon ne- 
ver did, and perhaps never will, reveal the cauſe of his being three 
perſons. in one Gop-HEAP. If this be what he intends by the 


word grounds here, it has no meaning but a blaſphemous one; to 


luppole any caule of the being gf Gop, is to ſuppoſe him no G os. 


nd 


* 
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Ad as the perſons in JEHOVAH are as natural and neceſſity, 
their exiſtence as the being of Gon, they muſt be abſolutely beyond 
r eee 
Bor I would favourabl e e grounds here he mean; 
theſe principles upon which we found our faith of the perſonal di. 
ſtinction, which are only revealed in the word of Gop. Why then 
does he call them ſo emphatically revealed grounds, as if there were 
iunrevealed grounds for our faith in this point? And why does he 
ſay theſe perſons removed theſe revealed grounds? Will the Re. 
plier, or any of his ſeſſion and congregation, ſay that they refuſed 
any _ revealed concerning” the Trinity? $6; Here is the 
ground of the diſpute, th conſtantl affirmed that revelation alone 
| "was the foundation of all we could know or ſhould believe con- 
cerning Gop. | Had he ſaid they were for removing ſome human 
Inventions concerning that «myſtery, it would have been truth: 
But that they believe a diſtinction of perſons in the Gop-Hrab 
any one may be fully ſatisfied by looking into the firſt Diſſertation 
of a work entitled, a View of the Trinity in theGlaſs of Divine Reve- 
lation. So that this part of the charge is viſionary, and a groſs ſlander, 
Tux ſecond is, they “ took it into their heads to overturn the 
4 eternal generation of the Son.“ If the phraſe revealed gromid; 
be connected with this, it would have been a ſpecial favour had he 
intimated the place in revelation where this doctrine is taught, 
But as I never could find it, the Dreamer will excuſe me if I fay, 
that its appearing true to the Replier and his ſeſſion is not ſufficient 
ground of my faith: For as he grants, every man hath undoubted- 
Iy a right to judge of the meaning of Scripture for himſelf. 
Bor thirdly, . took it into their heads to invalidate the 
4 Mediator's right of redemption.” He adduces nothing for proof, 
but aſſerts ſtrongly. I ſuppoſe he dreamed this with the Replier's 
letter before him, where tis ſaid theſe men were a-kin to Sociniant; 
the one aſſerts without proof, and the other follows; but this is no 


e 


"reaſon why any of them ſhould be believed, when aſſerting things 


that never entered either into the heads or hearts of theſe they are 
ſo traducing. But the hand of the Replier is viſible in every part 
of this charge, only a change of words. The ſuppoſed 'denial of a 
diſtinction of perſons, is the ſame with the Replier's Sabellianijm : 
To deny eternal generation makes an Arian with him: And hav- 
ing ſuppoſed them a-kin to Socinians, it was eaſy to infer they de- 
nied the Mediator's right of redemption. But the next time any 
of theſe gentlemen writes, they will pleaſe to lay aſide bare aſſer- 
tions, and take to proving theſe men guilty from the word of Go, 
not from what they are pleaſed to impute to them, „ 
Bur the Dreamer having got into the way of telling fal ſhoods, 
he gives us a bundle of them together. When theſe men were 


required by thee and thy ſeſſion, with the concurrence wht 


# ko 


) 


means would 3 do the laſt.” I cannot but obſerve 

val di. lated the Repli 

y then I ples at turning matters of fact into the contrary, when it will beſt 

> were ff fuit them in that dreſs, The Dreamer could not have told any 

oes he thing more contrary to truth than this; for theſe men at the ſeſſion | 

e Re. May 22, 1766, often propoſed to ſhew- that their principles were as 

efuſed I greeable to Scripture z-and requeſted the ſeſſion to prove what they 

is the read of the Confeſſion from Scripture. - The Free Enquirer hank 

alone told the anſwer they got, viz. That they had no time to read Wy + 

> "con. | proofs.” This the Replier hath not thought fit to deny: 1 ms 4 55 
Hoſe 


Ss 


man © ſhould the very fault of. the ſeſſion be imputed to them? 
truth: men might have been ſet at liberty had they not appealed to Serip- 
Hrap ture for determination of the matter in diſpute. But this is vin- 
tation dicated ; againſt the Replier abosesſſeaſſe . NN 
Neur. Tu Dreamer imagines he hath ſet all things in order, and con- 
ander. fdently puts the queſtion, Where is there, in all this, the leaſt 
rn the “ foundation for the charge of impoſition.” I ſhall briefly tell 
rowids you, Mr Dreamer: It was in the ſeſſion inſiſting on theſe men 
nad he I renouncing their opinions, without giving them leave to ſhew what 
aught. evidence they had from ſcripture to ſupport them: And impoſing 
1 fay, the terms of a human compoſition upon them, refuſing to prove the 
Reient terms to be agreeable to ſcripture. And then denying theſe perſons 
ubted. £ communion for not renouncing the one, and embracing the other, 
. without ſcripture evidence. And your own impoſition is no leſg 
te the conſpicuous, in impoſing upon the world a ſcheme of theſe men's 
proof, principles they never held. —In ee, the very fault of the 
plier's ſeſfion upon them, and from thence concluding it was right in the 
nian; ſeſſion to exclude them. But it ſhews you had little to accuſe 
3 is no them of, when their guilt muſt be inferred from other people's 
R | | : 1 . | 
al ofa ſd ' I HALL not further detain the reader with the weakneſs of his 
niſm: © reaſoning againſt Mr A, or them that differed from the Replier; 
d hav- I 2s the controverſy in his remaining pages is not fo much betwixg 
ey de- ff him and them, as betwixt revelation and human ſy/tems.” And here 
ne any the Dreamer will excuſe me in changing my addreſs to thoſe, who, 
> aſſer- ¶ Berean like, ſearch the ſeriptures to ſee if theſe things are fo. 
Gop, Such cannot but obſerve what a preference this author gives the 

55 latter, to the prejudice of the authority,” honour, and uſe of the 
hoods, former, by his weak endeavours to prove that they are the only 
1 were | © credible profeſſion of chriſtianity, the only preſervative again 
ciety, . „„ 5 r 
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t and which chriſtian churches ought-in duty, and may with ſafery 
re c ooh os af, ny An 
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. I nope you will agree with me, that the ſcriptures were caleus 
lated by Gop for theſe noble ends. This he refuſes, by maintains 
ipg that. every ſociety may and ought to contpole a confeſſion, or 
agree to one already compoſed by others to anſwer all theſe purpoſes, 
by which that ſociety, and every member thereof, is to be directed 


in matters of faith and worſhip. At what bar ſhall: we try this 


controverſy? We would. incline the ſcriptures ſhould be judge. 
But he no doubt will then think the favourite ſyſtem of his ſociety 


diſhonoured. Here I ſhall not differ with him; but ſhall admit 


variation from them is an evidence of darkneſs. On 


he ſyſtem he pleads for, and his own ſentiments too into the evi- 


tion the leading evidence in its own favou rt... 


HEN it is ſaid, To the law and to the teſtimony: if they 
© ſpeak not according to this word, it is becauſe there is no light 
© in them. Here the ſcriptures are made the unalterable ſtand-, 
ard of Whatever is ſaid concerning Gop or our duty: The left 

L ly that which 
is taught in ſcripture can be ſure, edifying, and profitable to make 


us wile unto. ſalvation; and lead to eternal life, Thus our Savi⸗ 


our anſwered the lawyer.“ What is written in the law, how 
<< readeſt thou ?4” And thus Paul to Timothy.“ From a child 
thou haſt known the holy ſcriptures, which are able to make 
<< thee wiſe unto ſalvation.” Ignorance of the ſcriptures: is the 
road to error, as our Log ſaith,.—“ Ye do err, not knowing the 
<« ſcriptures.” [ But let us hear how comprehenſively the Apoſtle 
Paul ſums up the authority and uſe of the ſcriptures. All- crip» 


ture is given by inſpiration of Gon, and is profitable for doctrine, 


— 


profitable for doctrine and inſtruction. 


16, 17. * Eph. vi. 47. | 


indited by Divine inſpiration. 


<& for reproof, for correction, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs: that 


the man of Gop may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto all 


LL 


good works.” $ Do we chuſe an unerring guide? Here is one 
Do we want rules ſufficient. ta 
conſtitute a credible profeſſion of chriſtianity ? The ſcriptures are 
Are ſocial worſhip and 
dann 1armon yy chr iſtian duties. F This Divine ſyſtem thorouglly 
urniſhes the man of Gon for theſe works. Are any in error! 
This word of Gov is for reproof and correction. Is it a duty to be 
guarded againſt error, and defend the truth ? On this ſacred ground 
we may ſafely ſtand, and be completely furniſhed for. this, and all 
other good works. Is it the church's duty to cut off errors ] Lo, 
here is the ſword of the ſpirit, which is the word of Gop. “ 
As it is impoſſible to collect all the evident teſtimonies .JEHO- 
VAH gives in favour of his word, let it ſuffice, to hear its arac- 


© Tſar viii. 20. + Luke 3. 35, ab. Ka Tim. ll. 26. . Aang. all. 29. $ a Ti- il 
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wr from the feraphic Halit. * The: law (or as in the margin, 
« the doctrine) of the Lok is perfect, converting, or reſtoring the 


« foul : The teſtimony of the Lord. is ſure, making wile the 


ti e. The ſtatutes of the Lon p are right, rejoicing the heart: 
« The commandment of the Logp is pure, enlightening the eyes. 
t More to be defired are they than 


del re they than gold. Yea, than much fine 
u gold (or all human ſyſtems) ! Sweeter 
ce Forty comb, Moreover, by them is thy ſervant warned: 


« in keeping of them, there is great reward, &g. . Can any ſuch 


characters be given to the beſt compoſed ſyſtem on earth beſides the 
criptures.? May not the wit of men and devils be challenged to 
produce a ſingle inſtance, wherein the ſcriptures are defective for 
anſwering all the purpoſes Gop hath revealed, as to the duty, in- 


tereſt, of privileges of the church, and every indiyidual member of 
the body of Cars in their militant ſtate. And to ſhew whers 
Cop hath given the leaſt hint that his mind was to be known an? 


other way: Ot, that any other rule was neceſſary for trying dos- 
vines, and guarding his people from errors. 8 * 


Bur let us hear what the Veſiminſter Confeſſion faith, which by 
this author is ſo groſly abuſed in his ſetting it up to rival the ſerip- 
tures. © The authority of the Holy Scripture, for which it ought. 


« to be believed and obeyed, dependeth not upon the teſtimony,of 
« any man, or church; but wholly upon Gop (who is truth it- 
te ſelf) the author thereof; and therefore it is to be received, be- 


9. 


« cauſe it is the word of Go. The whole council of 9 728 
t 


* 


«cerning all tings neceſry for his gory, man's alvaion, fa 
„ is either exprelly ſet down in ſcripture, or by | 


re 
and Ii | 0 
« neceſſary conſequznce may be deduced. from fcripture :. 


. 


alſo than honey, and the 


; EE ; „ F „ . : wo bv * 8 1 
& which nothing at any time is to be added, whether by new re- 


« velations of the Spirit, or traditions of men. —All ſcriptures are . 
te not alike plain in themſelves, nor alike clear unto all: Yet thoſe 
« things which are neceſſary to be known, believed, and obſerved 


« for falvation, are ſo clearly propounded and opened in ſome _ 
«place of ſcripture or other, that not only the learned, but the 


« unlearned, in a due uſe of the ordinary means, may attain unto 
« a ſufficient underſtanding of them. 


« there is a queſtion about the true and full ſenſe of ſcripture (which 


« is not manifold but one) it muſt be ſearched and known by other 


« places that ſpeak more clearly. The Supreme. Judge, by which 
all controverſies of religion are to. be determined, and all decrees 


« of councils, opinions of ancient writers, doctrines of men, and 


« private ſpirits are to be examined ; and in whole ſentence we are 


# 


no other but the oy Spirit ſpeaking in the 


E \ 


; Men 
4 Chap. i. Par. 4, 6, 7 9, IG 


+ Pſal. xix. 7, 8, IO, IT. 


* 
— 


und che infallible rule of in- 
© terpretation of ſeripture, is ſcripture itſelf; and therefore When 


EI 


Mo cn more to the ſame purpoſe might be cited from the 7. © ';/-: 
miner Conf. But let us hear what this author ſays himſelf, P. uſefy 
a Is not the ward of God itſelf the 7nfallible \rule of all reli glous ture; 
<< ſentiments; and, at the ſame time, the infallible and catholic 9 80 
INTERPRETER of its own weaning (ja: vil. 20.) among . 
e kationsl and moral agents? Is not the word of Gp ſufficient I r. 
. determinate in its meaning; elſe, where is the perf] icuity of the like 
. ſeriptutes? Vea, where is there any revelation at kf ? An une. d q g 
dc dealed revelation is 2 contradiction.— The word of Gop hath d * 
dit ſufficiently determined its own ſenſe; and the Almighty author Wo 
thereof hath bound every man's conſcience to ſubmit unto that. 
de meaning, without bringing his own ſenſe unto it. Gop hath 
© not mocked us with an indeterminate” or | unrevealed reye. hold 
e eee e e 0g 55 e 0 

Now, when the Spirit of Gop, the We:/tminſter Aſſembly, and 2 
even the author himſelf, hath given their verdict ſo explicit Nes 
"Favour of the ſcriptures; who could have imagined he would have 
"ſpent ſo many pages, endeavouring to prove that the Confeſſion of 
Paith, not the ſcriptures, is the only credible Profeſſion of chriſtianity? 
. ' Which is in the plaineſt terms to ſay, that it is not he that pro- 

feſſeth chriſtianity as taught in the ſcripture, but he that profeſſeth 
it as taught in the Confeſſion of Faith, that is the chriſtian. And 
that chriſtianity is better taught in the latter, than in the former, 
His words will bear no other meaning, or I ſhould be glad to give 
it. To profeſs chriſtianity, is to profeſs the truths br A of 

Cnxsr laid down in his word. The word credible ſignifies that 5 

Which is worthy of credit, aſſent, or belief. The word only. taken W's 

An achective, ſignifies this above all other: As an adverb. it Sg 
Res, fongly, or this and no other.” So that the natural conftruQion 

of his words is, that the Confeſſion of Faith is that book and u- 

other, that contains the doctrines of chriſtianity, "It oxly is worthy I the 
to be believed and credited. It only can preſerve from error: And 1 
it only the churches may, and ought to reſt ſatisfied with, as the onh 
form of found words, and rule, to conduct them in worſhip and ſpi- 

ritual o £ e F 

Now, could we be ſo infidel as to credit this author, there is no 

further uſe for the Bible; ſeeing this ſyſtem is only fit to anſwer all 
the purpoſes that concern chriſtians; which jt ſeems fooliſh men 
have dreamed the ſcriptures were only ſufficient for. But let me tell chrit 
this author, that in thus exalting any ſyſtem under heaven, tho 
the whole fund of wiſdom that men and angels are endued with was 
included in it, into the place of the ſacred word of Gop, is ah 
blaſphemous; and tends to divert unthinking men from a due at- 

tention unto, and regard for the oracles of the living G e 

IAM not here cendemning the Confeſſion of Paich and 5 77 
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. 225 N Y” re ore 1.5 vs A. ige ned 

chte, which, may fend to elucidate tbe meaning. of tip. 

ture, gs) have ng, oubt by Gon as means of inſtrue - 

tion concerning S know © wy of his will revealed. in his word: 
But diſapproving the conduct of men wha ſet them, up as compet[-- 


tors for prerogative. with the Divine word, from which they. ought: 
ill to be framed, and kept in que ſubordination hereto: Since che 
difference muſt. always. remain; ſo great, as betwixt-the unerring: 
Rates of the infhltely wiſe IEH . VAH, and _ words of Wiſes | 
Gal and. worm man. 842 e eg s It r Fa 
118.1 I deſire the been to keep: DE bier I; the N 
tines of chriſt iſtianity be 1 plain, and eaſy to be underſtodd. 
which the author i op Whether does it moſt honour Gob, to. 
hold forth. the eaf 55 and plain words of his ſon Jssus CHRIS TH and 
his odge as the only credible. profeſſion of chriſtianity, teſt of or 
thodoxy,.,and term of communion, which are ſure, unerring, and 
cannot de ccive ? Or, to hold forth kor theſe purpoſes the manufac⸗ 
tured explications of men, who are not only liable to error, but are 
conſtant] divided i in their opinions concerning the ſenſe of ſorips- 
ture; 0 many of them deſtroying in one period of their lives, 
what . laboured Hard to build up in another. I ſays. 

whether are the words of CHRIST himſelf, or 3 of fallible wen 
moſt worthy of credit and belief? Can any be at a loſs” to Kn⁹. 
whether the words of Gop or men merit our aſſen t:: it 
S HO p it be. ſaid, by clothing the doctrines of revetation-lny 
words of man's deviſing, they become more familiar to the unlearn- 
ed. But is it not Arby 4s ial ty e are 0 Ke teronge * even 


— 81 7 


A 


ates, that Hor was never. nes wy or underſt 


till the Weſtminſler Confeſſion was compiled; and that ſuch as had 


no other means than the Bible to teach them chriftianity, could 
not know or profeſs it aright. Certainly then, ſuch as are called 
chriſtians in the New Teſtament did not deſerve the name, ſeeing. 
in their time, not only the canon of ſcripture, was incomplete, but 
they wanted that which only can be a credible profeſſion of chris 
particular ſocieties, _ 
SHOULD it be ſaid, every ſoctety muſt agree in what they * 
the ſenſe of ſcripture, to be a rule for admiſſion of members; and 


Yung of cenſuring GIL; I grant that as every man, ſo 


— | my 
| + Chap. i. par, 7. Conf. Faith, 


WK » 
; fociety have a ri he AB. ; for themſelves hat is 
A of: ripture : But this no Jnfers whe their fenſe of ſc criptun 
is the only credible teſt of chrifti and the only term of com- 
munion in the church of CHRIST. This determination is either 
neceſſary to the church's edification, or it is not. If it is not, then 
there is no need to lay * weight upon i 5 But if it be neceſſa 
theh either the ſcriptures have provided for it, ar they are not a 
perfect rule, and 5 hetent for Hains owt ab ta the edification 
of the church. = 
I this ſociety ſy wy = a part of the church: of 9 it 
. certainly ought to hive no other terms of admiſſion than CHRisr 
hath made, could terms of CugrsT's making be reckoned fredible, 
And J would be glad to know, what ſcripture authority can be pro- 
duced for any fociety ſo far to new model the government af 
CrerxtsT*s'church, as to ſuit times, places, and circumſtances, which 
| power this author ſays eve! ſociety hath, Are the inſtitutions gf 
CHrIST the lawgiver ſo deſective as they need to be ſupplied ? Or 
are they ſo intricate as not to be ernte If the firſt, then 
unser has not been faithful in all things over his own houſe, and 
it muſt be falſe, that the /cr7ptures art ſufficient to make us wiſe unto 
felvation," and wrniſh 7 oroughly for ery good. work; If 
then! there could be no chriſtian church without ather ethos. 
than the ſcriptures ; and fo the faith of the church depends not up- 
on the word of. Go, but upon the eng eyery particular ſociety 
is pleaſed to affix to it, which may be right, but cannot ynerringly 
be ſs, without ſyppoſing infallibility in 15 ſociety. ' _ 
BU I would rather think ſuch a fociety did not belang to the 
church which hath one head or lawgiver, and one law ; Hue it ſeems 
this ſociety may and ought to make laws for itfelf to entitle to, and 
exclude from, the priyiſeges thereof: Therefore, when it caſts out 
à member, it is but WAL A of CHRIST to do i it in his name, 
sought to do it in the name of the fociety whoſe laws the perfon h 
6ftended againſt. Tho? we read in ſcripture of the Royal law, the 
hw of CarsT, and the law of liberty, yet we do not read of any 
particular Jaws made by particular ſocieties for their own govern- 
ent. No, they all continued ſtedfaſtly i in the apoſtles doctrine, 
which it ſeems is not ſo ſufficient now ; times, places, and circum- 
nces being changed, the doctrines of the goſpel mult be dreſſed 
E another form, N they can be the only credible prof Non 7 
tanit 
wy Gerſon who receives this R of ſcripture, thus 888 
and held out by the ſociety, either ſees it to be authorized by Gon 
from his word, or he does not. If the firſt, what does it ad to his 
faith, that this ſociety or all the ſons of Adam ſhould fay it is the 
true 5 enſe, when he only receives it upon the evidence the 
e l of their own ſenſe? It may add 0 his comfort 
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-words as were molt fit to expreſs them, and 


24 [oy 


at many * it; but his faith would b e ene 
ren chat ſenſe ; as it is not the wiſdom of man, | t the au- 

tbority of Gon that is the foundation of his faith. But af 553 why nary 

t {ce Evidence in ſeripture for at 1 af and 5 receives it, his 
Ap is but human, not divine ; ſeei a þ it is only the authority of 
the ſociety that is the ſoundation thereof ; for tho 1 may be the true 
ſenſe, yet ag he receives it not upon Divine ae and — -ang 
it cannot be to him a Divine faith. Both the £< pre aye 14 85 


it as the only ſenſe of 8 becauſe 1 | 1 ** — 
ainly e that 


perſon who receives it ypo 6.4 Au 
word of Gon is the oj A and infallible inter 4 of its own mean- 
ious ſentiments... For if it hath ſuffcient- 


ing, and the rule of re 
y determined its own lenſe, why ſhould not every one apply di- 


ſectly unto it for that purpoſe Should it be r that it is to pre · 
vent hereſies: This argues that the ſcriptures are — om ly 
rovided for that end: 1 55 as Was. hinted, if this be | 
they furniſh thoroughly for it. And the apoſtle Paul le — ities know, 
that the way to fred Lt gain ayers, WAS, — 0 60 had Tal the, faithful 
« ward, as be. hay been taught.” +. 6 1 
, WAA 3 reater advantage to enemies of 0 b 
ive them groynd echten ſuſpect 8 0 0 of Aker frees 
p havin; Sur. to. human forms as teſts of 7 Whew 
the ks. of ſeripture are ain, there i 18 0 j. . explica tions 
or teſts of our underſtanding of, and adhering to them, And if 
in any thing the Spirit of Gop hath thought fit ta leays i it not {a 
plain, it muſt be preſumption in men ta make their explications 
of ſuch. p points a eff of faith. To put doctrines neceflary tq ſalva· 
tion dans; any other foundation than the Kirner is 3 9b DELAY 
them into the hands of enemies; and: prejudice pious 
gainſt the beſt compoſitions of men, when. they find them t "Hem oak 
into the place of Gap's ſacred word. The g acious deſign af 
in committing revelation to writing, by in 2 men is, that we 
may have the knowledge of all things necel[: 44 K to ſalyation in 
ſo moſt proper fo ua 
to keep to; And that we might be delivered from the uncertainty 
of tradition, and from the attempts of engmies to draw us off from 
the true foundation, to build our faith. 15 human authority, and 
words of men's 15 dies We ou ght t moe to 2 ad- 
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ah men have no other way to teſtify that they do not 


. 


faith, atid'finiſh the work of Cop, as if imperfect; to fortify re- pile 


velation with bulwarks, without which it could not be ſaved from | der 


ei} Rafal be "fortified by civil laws? tilforced by the Babes i © 
penalties,” which ſhall be"executed on che guilty wretch that will i be. 
not believe it to be the Tenſe of ſcripture ; yea, and ſwear too never the 
to think or ſpeak otherways: But he who is capable of ſuch inſo- is 
lence as to refuſe his aſſent, or ſpeak unbecomingly of this ſyſtem, 
alf e the demerit of his crime in the confiſcation of his effects, 0 
the impriſonment of himſelf,” and may be thankful a gibbet does not le 5 
ſiniſh mim with his hereſy. "This is a part of the plan for preventing He 
hereſy ! But where have we in the word of Gop either precept or oo 
example of forcing men into religion, and employing the arm of for 
the magiſtrate to'puniſh ſuch as will not comply? What have we T 
from CurisT or his apoſtles to favour the Modeln the church lo | I 
much after the faſhion of the kingdoms of this world? The apoſtle of 
faith,' The wiſdom that is. from above, is firſt pure, then peace- | 
cc able, gentle, and eaſy to be entreated, full of mercy and good 1 
cc fruits, eee ee and without hypocriſy. The ſervant br. 
cc of the ox n muſt not ſtrive; but be gentle unto all men, apt We 
4 to teach, patient; or forbearing, in meekneſs inſtructing thoſe 5 
«that oppoſe themſelves, if Gop peradventure will give them M 


<< repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; and that they | 
may recover themſelves out of the ſnare of the devil, who are fe 
eee tive by him at his will *#5 88 
IIł is needleſs to ſay, that this compulſive method is not intended 4 
here by preventing of hereſies. What is then intended? This was ol 

the methed taken to cruſh hereſy when the civil power favoured the 
rn ns 7 55 N 
4 Job xii; 2. || I Cor. Xl. 19. James iii. 17. 2 Tim. ii. 245 25, 26, 


* 


* 
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39 


atem plead; for:: and if this. 
. ſenſe ſo agreed on, have to prevent error among thoſe who are 
diſpoſed to embrace it ee „ | 

, Ix is agreed that the true ſenſe of ſeri ture. is but one; yet als 
Bi moſt every ſociety hath, a different ſenſe; and as they cannot all be 
1051 the true ſenſe, what is e beſt method a pe ſon ſhould take ho is for 
N finding the true ſenſe? To conſult the parties, each accounts their 
FS. own the only one. To compare them, is an endleſs; taſk-;.; beſides 
"ne the danger of being prejudiced thrg? the ſuperior talents of the com- 
8 pilers, who have uſed their whole art to undo all others, and ren- 
1 der their own moſt acceptable. Would it not then be ſafeſt to 
ſearch the ſcriptures, and chuſe his religion upon their on evi- 
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21525 dence, and the authority of their Author, who has ſuited the reve- 


ace lation of His will to the capacities of his creatures that are moral 
5 8 agents: And take juſt ſo, much of human ſyſtems, as he found a- 


»E 8 not binding th ociety to that particular 
ſenſe of ſcripture. they have once agreed upon, limit the Spirit of 
God in his teachings ; and diſcourage the induſtry of chriſtians in 
theft i ſearching after ſpiritual Knowledge For/whatever anyyperſon may 
£2 be privileged with through the blefling of Gop upon his 
ever | te ſcriptures, tho, perſuaded - of the perlpicuity of the evidence, 


No, Dos not binding th mem 


2 


45 
ne. || yer, if it be not agrecable to the ſenſe already admitted by che ſoci- 
tem iy; he muſt neither believe nor ,profeſs).it : For the full ſenſe ds 
=& | fttled, the matter of his faith is limited, ſo his enquiries are need= 
4 lefs, and wherein he believes more, ot otherways, he is a heretic. 
He has all in the ſyſtem needful; to learn more is dangerous. 
Bur the ſociety; hath a right to judge of the ſenſe of ſcripture 


the ſame right after uſing. diligent and conſcientious enquiries ? 
h ſo The author grants this, but will not allow the profeſſing the words 


tle of ſeripture to be a credible profeſſion, Let me aſk, if the lovers 

of the ſcripture can imagine, how the ſenſe of ſcripture is to he con- 
yeyed in human ſyſtems without words ? If it cannot, as muſt be 
granted, how then comes it to paſs that the ſenſe as contained in 
words of men's Kung is ſo profitable, which it cannot be in the 
hok i forces Gop hath, cholep ? Lhe HoLv; eee 
hem | the ſenſe in words calculated by his infinite wiſdom and goodneſs; 
are feſſion of truth. Why ?. The author. ſays, the words of Gon may 
N be taken without the ſenſe; true, but may not the words of men 


ded be taken without the ſenſe alſo? None can ſuppoſe but the words 


the tions than the words of God ; and certainly every one will think 


tem hhimſelf more at liberty, to impoſe his own ſenſe upon the words of | 
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is not vſed, how hall it ander be 


I die greable to this unerring rule? he i < Ps We} 
rs oh 


is ſearching 


for themſelves... This is granted. But has not every individual 


of men are more liable to miſconſtruction and different interpreta- 


4 : 


— individual among the thouſands who have foun 


- * . 


18 * 


poſed, that et 
founded their profe 
upon ms, is thoroughly acquainted with the ſenfe the com 
id forth or intended by theſe words ?. Nay, how can it be, When 
feffed adhe. 


they feldom and perhaps never read them? Yet a profeſſe 
rence to them conſtitutes ſuch a profeſſion of chriſtiani 
zer . and conformity to ths feriprates' are li 


Is not this a direct attack upon the perfectiom of revelation, yea 


on the perfeions of Gon himſelf ? Tis plainly ſaying, JEHO: 
VAH is not ſo capable to teach his creatures as they are to teach 
one another: A diſcrediting his authority in the intelligence he 
hath given in his ſacred word: A ſetting up human ſyſtems to 
rival revelation. For that muſt certainly be the mioſt preferable 


£ 


which is moſt capable to teach us the mind of Gop in the ont. 


tures 3 this they are not' ſufficient for in themſelves, becauſe” 


words and ſenſe may be parted ; this human ſyſtems are capable 


of, for in them the ſenſes fixed; therefore they ſhould be calle 
the Divine Books, ſince they have a perfection which the word ot 
Gov is not endued with]! What advantage hath the ſcriptures it 


theſe men do not fay that CHRIS r ſhall judge 

h ſyſtems! One would think it naturally follow 85 
that what is the only teſt and ſtandard of his faith and pros 
here, would be that by which he ſhall be judged. r S! not thy 
Fudge of all the earth do right p. I know not whether to call füch 


perfections in his word, he has no where done it; for he hath mag- 


ſcriptures themſelves, we are yet without any certain 
giving: And for human ſyſtems, the moſt perfecł of them are ever 
period changing ; fo in fact we have no ſure rule of religion 3 
Ir heretics will make a bad uſe of revelation, who can help it! 
But as Solomon underſtood the true mother by her tenderneſs towards 
the child, fo the true children of the church, are beft known b 
their tender regard for the ſcriptures, and practical conformity to 


them. Such are not for dividing the authority of ſcripture betwixt 


Gop' and men; giving God the honour of ſpeaking to the church; 
and men the honour of fixing the meaning of JEHOV AH's words 
for the church. This cannot in any reſpect agree with the ſcrip- 
tures having in themſelves a determinate ſenſe: And that they ſuf- 
fieiently explain their own meaning, which is granted even by 


"PP n 
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this author. F 
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* Gen. xviii. 25. f Pſal. cxxxviii. 4. 


compilety 


ty, as the 


doctrine Deifm or Atheiſm. If Gon has not difplayed' his Divine 


nified bis word above all his nume. If we cannot depend upon the. 
guide of Gop's 
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gl this is none of the 
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ument; yet ir may occur'to Sth ers. 

'] SAnAILI therefore obſerve; that none of theſe can follow from 

keeping the word of Gop, and the works of men in their proper 

places. For tho! it be the ddty of miniſters to bring forth the 
truths revealed in ſcripture,” and by all means diſcover the ſenſe, 

and elucidate the ſame with all the perſpicuity. they are capable of, 

and endeavour by all the arguments in their power to convince 

the people that ſach'is the true ſenſe; Vet the conſequences they 

draw, however clear to themſelves, are not the ſtandard gf the 

people's faith; much Jeſs is their ſeeing them to be juſt conſequen- 
es, a ſufficient reaſon for any to receive them with equal ctedit as 

expreſs revelation. The limiting the ſenſe of ſcripture by 4 fo- 5 

iety as a'teft of orthodoxy, plainly lays a reſtraint upon miniſters 
that belong' to it ; for then they muſt preach nothing as the ſenſe of 
ſeripture, however clear it appears to them, but what is agreeable to 
that ſenſe already fixed. Being thus confined, they muſt either cruſh 
what freſh diſcoveries they obtain from ſcripture ; or in bringing 
them forth, be declared heretics for deviating from the 2 5 5 
„ ̃ üäA—Sͤĩͤͤ ͤ RR 

I'T is alſo the duty of every chriſtian to uſe all the helps he can, 

as ſerious reading, comparing ſpirituaÞthings with ſpiritual, earneſt 
prayer to Gop for direction by his ſpifts in ſearching the ſcrip- 
tures; and uſing other means that he maß 8s grow in grace, and 


in the knowledge of out Lord and Saviour JESUS CHRIST.“ That 
he may be nouriſhed in the words of faith, and of good doc- 
trine.“ That his love may abound yet more and more in know-_ 
jedge, and in all judgment.” That he * may approve things that 
are excellent.” And that he may have his [piritua] ſenſes ex: 
erciſed to diſcern both good and evil.“ But whether the chriftian 
uſing his liberty of ſearching the ſcriptures, and receiving the truth: - 
from its own evidence, and the authority of Gop ; Or, his taking 
all things as ſettled by the ſociety he happens to be connected with, 
and ſubmirting his judgment thereto, without further enquiry ;- be 
the' method to attain theſe noble ends, Jet every impartial perſon. 
judge. e „„ i 
! 45 to ſcripture conſequences, there are two kinds of perſons I think 
they are binding upon. Firſt, Such as ſee them to be neceſſarily con: 
hedied with ſcripture; to ſuch they are the ſenſe of ſcripture, and no- 
thing can excuſe ſuch perſons from an obligation to believe them. - 
They are alſo obligatory on an; eng have had 
e 5 2 . eee 


ſufficient means to ſee 
1 F in. 28. & Tim. bv. d. Phil. i. g, 80, Heb. v. 14. 


LY 


and 


da know.this connexion, but have ether thro! caeleſneſs acht. nei, 
nacy, neglected the uſe of theſe means. For none can be'innocene muſt. i 
who have the means of attaining knowledge, and yet continue igno- hb 5 
rant. But ſuch a perſon as uſeth all the means in his power gonſci. 1 1 1 


enciouſly, yet cannot ſee conſequences drawn by a courſe of reaſon. I feſt to 
| ing from cripture to be neceſſarily connected with revelation; I I ment, 


cannot think ſuch conſequences are obligatory upon him. educ. 
* I APPREHEND nothing of any ſeeming ftrength can be brought enquit 
againſt this, except what follows: That . perſon be not bound can it 
dos believe ſcripture conſequences, becauſe he does not fee them; it neral, 
follows, if a perſon does not ſee evidence for Divine revelation, it I quenc 
will diſcharge his obligation to believe the ſcriptures themſelyes, - Adue 
= Tnrs objection certainly includes a conſcientious enquiry hy I fally 1 
the perſon ſuppoſed, or it is merely ſpecious : For he that ſinfylly W muſt 
indulges a neglect of ſearching the ſcriptures, cannot be expected to Iſſ any t 
: Know either the one or the other, as the ſcriptures carry their ownevi- p cle 
dence. But when the perſon does make diligent and impartial en- ¶ ſcript 
quiries, there may be many conſequences he cannot come to the know. ill | 
ledge of: But tis more than probable, that an inſtance cannot hap. 
pen in the other caſe. As the ſcriptures are ſo full, and every way 
ſo well accommodated by Divine wiſdom to all capacities, and con- 
_ taining ſuch indiſputable atteſtations to the truth of the goſpel, 
jf the perſon's enquiries were fair and conſcientious, he could not 
reject the evidence revelation contains in favour of itſelf. So that 

. the one caſe does not follow neceſſarily upon. the other. 7 


Bu r if a perſon muſt be caſt out of church communion for not 
ſeeing ſome conſequences that are evident to others, and yet is uſing 
all the means in his power to underſtand the mind of God in 
ſcripture, and in other reſpects appears conſcientious :. It muſt be 
Either becauſe ſomething more than a credible profeſſion of chriſti- 
0 is neceſſary to church communion; or becauſe he is nota 
credible profeſſor of chriſtianity. The firſt, even this author does 
not pretend to affirm; but the laſt is what he ſo faintly has at- 
tempted to prove: But then one of theſe three things muſt follow, 
either they who refuſe him communion, muſt put themſelves in 
33 of Gop, and aſſume the prerogative to judge of the man's 
ſincerity: Or, that there is more required to make a chriſtian, than 
is expreſly declared in ſcripture : Or, the doctrine of the ſcripture 
being a perfect rule, muſt be diſclaimed. All which are glaring 
D , neo oe on ng +8 
THOUGH theſe conſequences were as certain in themſelves as 
mathematical deductions; yet, the abſtruſeneſs which attends the 
reaſonings to weak capacities, intimates that conſequences which 
require a courſe of teaſoning to deduce them, were not deſigned 
by Gop to be of equal neceſſity to all with the plain and eaſy truths 
Which are Clear to the meaneſt. Beſides, the reaſoning of £Mlible 
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pen, being thixed in ſuch deductions with the declarations of Gn, 


muſt in ſome meaſure weaken the force of them in compariſon wih, 
the gens Boy ane? ord (duces from. ce B 10 % 
uo bon the ſenſe of ſcripture in ſuch a conſequence be mani 
feſt to us, and fo neceſſarily depending on ſcripture in our judg- 
ment, as to be believed by us, with the principles from hic Vat 18, 
geduced: Yet as it is not ſo to others (who are as diligent in their 
enquiries as we can pretend to be) they cannot believe it. Nor, 
can it be eſteemed as ſtrictly a part of revelation to chriſtians in 92 
neral, as the words of ſcripture are. The importance of conle-, 
uences ought to be meaſured by the plainneſs and eaſineſs of their 
leduction rom revelation, for it is a e of it to be univer -, 
ally uſeful, being deſigned for the benefit of mankind. Bus it 
muſt militate againſt this perfection of revelation, to ſay there 18, 
any truth neceſſary to ſalvation not expreſly taught in it; or not 
ſo clearly deducea le as to be manifeſt to every honeſt mind, The 
ſcriptures were not intended for the learned only 3 what was hid from, 
them with all their reaſoning, was revealed to the unlearned, as. ht, 
to make them wiſe to ſalyation. The great end of revelation is ta. 


lay before men tl ings neceſlary to ſalvation in the plaineſt and moſt 
ealy way of conveyance, ſupported by the argument of Divine. aus: 
thority ; ſo that t e. unlearned may belieye, and ractiſe what, is 

ere to ſalvation, upon the authority of a THU SAITH | 


LORD, or IT IS WRITTEN; and not becauſe ſuch men or an, 


I Aſſembly agreed that this or the other was the ſenſe of, ſcriptures, 
r not | and ordained it as a teſt of orthodoxy, and the only credible prog 


0 * . 
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uſin c ue nn VS 
— 5 *1 PRESUME 5 unprejudiced reader will ſee haw weak hg 
iſt be I reaſoning of this dreaming author is, and how little truth there 1: 
riſti- in the mindr of his long-winded ſylogiſm, Which I have FE 
not a IM falſe: Hence the whole muſt be viſionary and come to nought; wit 
does all other ſuch attempts to bring the word of Gap into diſrepute,. 
s at- which' is the ſcope of this author's laſt Paget in which are not ob-, : 
low, ſeurely intimated, that the ſcriptures are obſcure and unigtelligible, 
es in till the ſenſe be drawn out and ſummed up by men; that they 90 
nan's not ſufficiently confute error, nor guard againſt it; that they: 
than not clearly prove the truth, and therefore not a credible profeſſion, 
ture | of chriſtianity, &c. All which qualifications the ZPefmin/ter Con- 
ring | fefion is endued with. This is the amount of theſe laboured pages, 
I and if it is not Deiſn, I confeſs, I know not what Deiſm is. 
$ as ' I 8HALL oppole this author's ſylogiſm with another; and leave 
100 = chriſtian reader to chuſe which he thinks moſt agreeable ta 
ned Wuar was a credible profeſſion, and diſtinguiſhed between truth. 
uths and error in the days of the apoſtles and firſt chriſtians, muſt be ſo 
ible J ſtill; but adhering to the words of the HoLy GnosT were judged 
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credible, 


credible, and. fie to dit we q truth anderr OF. 
they are fit for that 1. Ra EP. denying the 1 
the apoſtles did _ make a J profel «0 of FRE 
minor is eyident from the admiſſion of members into, 
thro” the whole 195 Teſtament. Again, he words, of ſeript 
haye ſufficient evidence in themſelyes to 92 them a grediple tu 
_ feffion of chriſtian religion; „ 
H who adheres to them, makes a credible profeſſion Fe 
| religion.” The firſt is true, ſo is the latter. To deny the antece- 
dent, is to refuſe the credibility a, the ſcriptures, _ Q re ject the 
| confequence, is uncharitably to. Nh dge the heart o the 1 
And ho art thou that judget another man's Ps To. bis 
| owl maſter he ftandeth or fallerh. t But further, 
WIATEVER is not 2 eh from precept or exam} 1 'b 7 
ener and his apoſtles, as the right of chriſtian facieti 
of their Ehtiſtian privileg But for a ſociety to 20 UG 1 Pies 
ſeripture, and ſer their ſenſe of it up as. a teſt and ſtandard of or- 
thodoxy to other chriſtians, canpot be proyed from the New Teſta. 
ment: 9 it is not now the proviege of an chriſtian ſoci- 
| To 74 e the firſt propoſition, lands in ſuperſtition and 
8 75 econd mult hold, till eh ar example from the 
New A is produced. 
more; What was ſulictent to guard againſt error in the 
e FE Chriſtaviry mult be ſo ſtill; but the word of Gop. Wag 
then. reckoned on! y Pp Sent: Therefore i it muſt be ſo ſtill. The 
firſt muſt be granted, or ſuppoſe that the care of Cinis towards 
Bis church chan uber with times and Circumſtances ; and the means 
of his peo ple 8 lafety are uncertain. and changeable, . The ſecond 
muſt bold, ec accuſing | the ſcripture of inſufficiency, and main- 
Bing there are. moe duties and ins than the ſcripture hath told 
Tho? heretics pretend to hold by the ſcriptures, and fix a 
Alle meaning ; to them, may they not do the ſame with every other 
ſyſtem ? Or, is it becauſe any number of men knows hetter how 
to guard their words againſt miſinterpretatjons than the Spirit of 
Gov, that ſyſtems compoled by them are preferable, to the ſerip⸗ 
tures, tog zuard againſt error? But enough of ſyllogims. 
n 155 1 1 author hath been at great pains to diſcredit revelation, 
and now he comes to finiſh his laudible taſk; And ſuppoſing he 
had 2 the e eftmin/ier Confeffion the only credible profeſſion of 
janity, he now makes his laſt effort for an 155 title to it alſo, 
He cannot endure it ſhould called human, and the Bible Divine. 
There i is ſuch - majeſty i in what is Divine, and ſo. wide a difference. 
Betwixt what is ſo, and things Huw, that jt muſt be compromiſed, 
Either the Bible muſt be called human, or the other Divane, He 
| whic] he W 
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Wiſdom ! Could 2 imagine Cas a believe, . 
Sertainly believes nothing of religion that makes more 1 
books than the Bible) that the Whole ſenſe of reyelation, ' ai 
more than the ſenſe of ĩt. ĩs contained in the Confeflion'? This bo 
ſitutes an infinite difference betwixt the ſcriptures and all 2850 
ſyſtems; for this reaſon I call them human, en not Ae 
complete: Not becauſe men's 1 are taken up in metho-. 
dizing them, but rather becauſe men's judgments cannot fully com: reve 
prehend the ſenſe and meaning of Kenda, and hold it forth th I our 
other's in their compoſitions : In this reſpect they are not parſed} « c 
therefore I call them human. But che word of Gop' holds forth | « 
the full and perfect ſenſe, which is beyond the ca pacity of the wiſeſt + 
eration of men ſince the COW; —_ to 2 or underſtand. F the 
Pie Wrietures were indited by the infallible direction of Gon i in. eaſt 
iring the p nmen, Who ſpoke not their own mind, but as they cen 
Were moved by the Hogy Gnosr. None will fay the ae apo! 
* "under the ſame ene when d cilleted the ſenſe of © © - 
| POT. 141 SITES FECT EE HEEL : of But 
5B Ur "I Ratter wyſelf that *tis unneceſſary to point out the di | 
| ference to diſcerning men. "Tho'\ out Turks is certainly dreamin that 
ner he fays, the truth is, if every ſyſtem | is human about which | 
Erthe Waden len ing of 3 men have been converſant, we take 
<; have nothin beſid xdes human f ſtems.” Thus, reader, rather than will 
notthave his tte ſyſtem Divine, he Will conclude all copies | his 
arndverfions of ho Dies be human. T'do not ſay gur verſion, I ſuff 
conſidered as ſuch, is Divine, but it is a tranſlation of the Divine the 
 eripitial very near literally correſponding with the text; ſo near, I life. 
that our greateſt critics: have found no difference that affects things ing 
neceſiary to ſalvation. And J cannot help 7 that it was por but 
_. thier exa27 copies or tranſlations that the apoſtle Pau points at, when ed, 
_ ke commands Timothy to hold faſt the form of ſound words, than me 
_ the ſenſe of ſeripture collected by ſocieties into a Confefſion. Fot an 
nun eaſily occur to the apoſtle, tho he had not been Divinely in- lo 
that to the univerſal uſe of the ſcriptures in the churches, it and 
was. nee do Hate them copied and tranſiated ; without the niſl 
chriſtian v fd could have been always together, and of one lan- cor 
guage. And a'tranſlation of the ſcripture is an expreſs draught, a ll 
1 Nr author defines this form of ſound words; but that no ſyſtem the 
aan be called, which is compoſed in words of men's invention. for 
Bur if it be found that the word of Gop muſt be kept pure and al 
complete, the whole of this author's ſcheme will fall at once. This the 
Efhall next endeavour to prove. : bg cor 
© Tax promiſe of CyrIsT, that the Hazy Gnosr ſhould guid e is 
into all truth, & ſecures the word of God from Ge in mu or a- anc 
dulterned: He! yu Toned to be event 8 85 end of th "Op with | © 
84 | thoſe 7 
Feb _ : obs xvi. 1. | 
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Therefore the things which CHRIST hath” commanded ſhall? re» 
main to the end of the world for the uſe of men. We are told by 
Moſes, that ö thoſe things which are revealed, belong unto us ane 
to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this 
law. | So that as long as it is the duty of men to keep the law 
of Gop, ſo long muſt the word of Gon be continued as he hath 
revealed it; which will be while there is a man upon earth. Na 
our bleſſed; Loxp hath told us, that till heaven and earth pals, 
one jot, or one tittle, ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the law, till all 
Har he ſaid his words ſhall not paſs away? Hence it is plain 
the word of God is more firm than heaven or earth; ſo that it is 
eaſier to pluck the ſun from his orb, and toſs the earth from its 
centre, than change any part of the word of Gon. For as the 
apoſtle Peter ſaith, The word of the Lord endureth for ever, 
e and this is the word which by the goſpel is preached unto you. 
But if it be corrupted it cannot be called the word of the Lorp. ''. 
_ *T1s an imagination every way unworthy of Gop, to ſuppoſe 
that he would ſuffer his word to be corrupted. ' He who will nat 
ſuffer a hair of our heads to periſh without his -permiſiic TY 
takes care of the fowls of the air, and meaneſt reptiles of the earthy 
will he ſuffer the foundation of religion to be overthrown, of whicky - 
his beloved Son IEsus CHRIST is the chief corner ſtone ? Will he 
ſuffer . the ſeals to be torn from his will and teftament, the articles 
thereof changed, and the ſpiritual food of his people, the word of 
life, to be poiſoned by the inventions of men? In ſhort, is he wills 


ing to loſe his word, and give up his claim thereto wholly? None 


ed, is to queſtion the whole. If in any thing, why not in funda- 
mentals? There is nothing in it but what became the wiſdom of 
an infinite Gop to dictate, and as well becomes his honour and 
glory to preſerve pure and entire. Tho' all the legions of hell, 
and wicked on earth, ſhould: conſpire to corrupt, add to, or dimi= 
niſh from this word of Gon, it would remain impoſſible While 


dut Atbeiſts can imagine it. To ſuppoſe it in any reſpect 9 


* 


continues a faithful G8. ne? TROY 
THE word of God is that appointed mean for bringing about 


* 


the great purpoſes of IEHOVAHH's love in the converting, com- 


forting, &c. of the choſen veſſels of his mercy, and muſt in ſpite f 


all oppoſition be kept pure and complete, as the foundation 


their faith, the rule of their conduct, and ſtore-houſe of all theit 
comfort. Could the ſaint be once perſuaded that the word of God 
is corrupted, his faith muſt ſtagger, hopes languiſh, comforts ſihk, 
and his ſoul faint. For, faith CHRIST, Man ſhall not live 
«by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the 

fs TFP 


+ Matth. zxviii. 20. + Deut, xxix. 19. $ Matth. v. 38. || x Pe i. ag, 


$1 try pure: therefore thy — it. Thivis m 
*% in a my action: for thy ward hath quickened mo. 
85 55 Hong thy-dalvation;> hex 4 for'the ond of t wr $6 righ Seen 

way thereſure conclude with the great Dr That x 

nals ward of ai Gon in every letter and title, as given fram bin 
without corruption. ol ct dert 

3 — Edetain the reader to hat which- nom 


1 505 deny? And it is no ſmall evidence of this author's 1 


thoim in his u the very ar -Whi 
they . mk EY again TG: And 
dees ſo für, a8 ce only to diſcard tranſtations, but the originals 
themlves: Vea, the very autographs of the jnſpired penmen, 
which be ſays are human, © without we can prove that every one 
Who bad à band in tranſeribing, and reprinting the originals, 
2 Was inſpired!” Phis is in plain language telling us, that the 
Divinity of the ſcriptures ceaſed with the apoſtles, when infpira- 
tion ceaſed, and chriſtians in all ages fince have been believing they 
knew not what. As if the faithfulneſs of Gop were not ſuffieient 
und of aſſurance, that whatever means were uſed, his word 
5 Id remain pure; which is abſolutely neceſſary, in agreeableneſß 
7 to the plan Gon had eſtabliſhed, for brin inging about the conſum: 
mate. felicity: of bis choſen. No matter were em 
uments; it is the promiſe of an All- ſuffieient Gon that 
Gare to ua, that none of his words ſhall be loſt; but there can be - 
mo reaſoning, from the. Almigh 238 interpoſition-in favourof his 
on word, to the compoſing à Confeſſioon. 
A o tho we fhould — ww e the Divine care in thi 
| nalper, yet there is no compariſon betwixt tranſlating and lain. 
ings or illarating. The former is only to 24 55 ee one 
language to ani wer the ſame words in the other language, and 
5 which the ſame idea : | But to explain,” is to impoſe A particu- 
ſenſe: of meaning upon the text according to the judgment of 
the author: In the one cafe the euere ſubje& is not cage it 
&.{till the ſame tho? in another lan A age, and this only can be cal. 
led the . expreſs 'draught of the wholejoms doctrines of chriftianity.” 
An neither changes its ſenſe nor its author. But illuſtrations can- 
not be the ſame with the primary ſubject; and as to the ſenſe, the 
Hoſt perfect comment is not only liable to, but hath imperfeRions 
In it: Beſides it conſtitutes a neœẽ author. The tranſlators cannot 
with propriety be called authors of the Bible; nor can comments 
daim Go for their author; but if they were Divine they might, 
.TrouGr we have not the lame ſcrolls and paper the prophets 
— . Oy 25 _ andere! frm: ome an 1 8 = 
wei ug ; 1 I SIO INF Ca 
tb, iv: 4. 1 Ie exix. eee, 4 10 14. of he Diving 1 2 of 
the Linus. i nn t en 


| wad 57 the Divine Spirit infallible. 


N. Y 1 
tale will ah or er mig that we have tlie ute w. 
much moxe certainty than we can eyen have that the ſame Wat | 
are tranſmitted to us, which-Adinram' By e and other' ſcribes een 
in the firſt 895 y of the Confeſſion. here are many adv | 
in fayour of the one Lale that cannot be ppoſed in th 
any one elſe. „ e 
"HE Eber carry they! own pure dine, in ene 
which is plain, uniform, and ſimple in the greateſt perfection. The 
8 rays of ſcripture evidence. coming into the ſoul, neyer 
fail to produce the ſame happy effects in the hearts and lives of 
Sou ff in every age, who are unacquainted with any confeſhon: 
If other ſyſtems. 26 profitable, it is from their agreeableneſs to this 
Divine one; they ſhine in borrowed robes. But the ſcriptures 
their own internal light, worth, excellency, and Divine authority; - 
bear the brighteſt and moſt convincing evidence in themſelves; 
and clearly demonſtrate what they are. Their innate” beauty and 
ſuperlative goodneſs powerfully perſuades the mind toreceive then, 
as in very deed they are the words of the Living Gon. They de- 
nd not upon men or any ſociety for their authority, the Faithful 
neſs of God is engaged for them, and his Divine power never fail 
to make them effectual for the great purpoſes of ſalvation, vhiel 
infinite wiſ'om provided them for. In this ſacred volume is the 
majeſty of Gon illuſtrious, the dun of 15 reſplendent, and the 
o ſeek for more, or other 
evidence for the truth of the ſcriptures, than what is fo conſpicuous 
in themſelves, is to tet up! A candle to behold the ſun in wi A ; 
day ſplendor, W 
CouLD it be poſſible to deſtroy chis . vr Gen by 
tion or otherwiſe, it would long ere now been extin guiſhed 7 8 
united powers and policy of hel} and earth. What — — and ma- 
chinations have been formed againſt i it? Vet all over- ruled by Di- 


vine wiſdom, for the ſpreading its light and diſplaying its glory: 


« Wherein they dealt proudly, Gop was above them.“ * He bath 
made it “ mighty to the pulling down of ſtrong holds, caſting 
down imaginations, andever high thing that exalteth itſelf again 
the knowledge of Gop.“ f More quick and powerful in its own 
defence than the two- edged ſwords of combined enemies, 2 
them in ſubjection to it, at the expence of confeſſing their de 
and conſig nl their mag ical books, the contrivance of hell; to t 
flames. gig mi ay grew the word of Gop and prevailed. 1 
The word that dein the name of JEsUs, which ſhall be continued 
to all Stems 7 in ſpite of all inventions from hell-and earthy 
t 


once 


adulteraidops” is a thought equal;y falſe and ridiculous, "Take 
oY revelation, and there's an end of that common intereſt in 


5 | G 5 which. 
_— a. 11. + 2 Ctr, x. 4. 75 48 2dr. 18, 19, 20. SS 


imagine it can be rendered of no effect by y corruption or 


Gop are. nited, and ever will be, ſo far 28 


Goſpel churches are framed by rules 


conjectures of exalted talents, tho boaſtin 


n diſquiſitions of reafon and philoſophy, 
of flig 


ce.it. When Deifts have ſpent their ſophiſtical wit, and meta- 


2 «6 "Br 


See PEE at INE Rs. 


r the tacos of Arepinrs ee and 


| Ss e t a n ans 
common ſenie. of chriſtians, to tell them, that the words Sa 

V + 
§ Rev. ii. 1 *I Pet. i. as. Hſal. e. S. + Rom. i. 16. t Numb. zxiii. 23. 


1 * 
„ 


od they chuſe re crab 


by any mam or. aſſembly, which they chuſe toexpreſs (aripture cracks, = 
Pare. Nn words ? Can they be called the wurf GOD: which 
x not in hit ward? If they are Divine words, why in not the Con- 
ffion called the word f God? It may be called the wards of di- 
ines ; but no more of it are Divine worch, than what, are taken 
ſtom revelation in expreſs unf je. 
Bur here I muff wonder in my turn, and I think every lover 
of Gop's word will, join with me. However it entered into tha 
mind of any chriſtian, (if this author be one) that the Divine doc- 
trines contained in the words of ſcripture. as Gop hath expreſſed 
them, muſt continue unknown. and unthought. of, till their ſenſe be 
collected by men, and written in a Confeſſion. of Faith 1J--Sutpriz» 
ing! This is at once rendering the Bible uſeleſs in itſelf; till manure - 
ured by men. What a miſerable condition muſt. they have 


been in, who never ſaw the ſenſe of ſcripture thus collected, witk- 


* 


glory out which the ſcriptures. are untneum and unthought of What a 
D en- pity it is that the author ſhould have ſpoke ſo much truth in his 
** Ich Page, whereby he is ſo manifeſtly. contradicted! What has 
ſpel: now become of the per 7 505 of the ſcriptures? How conſiſtent with 
em- this is it to ſay, The Bible is the catholic interpreter of itſelf, and 
neta - “ ſufficiently determines its own meaning? Yea, where is there 
ation « any revelation at all? For an unrevealed revelation is a contra» 
64. lition,” But may I not venture to eaſe this author's wonder-= 
ian's I ing mind, by informing him why doctrines as they ſtand in the 
> fal- ſcriptures are ſo little thought of ? It is becauſe other ſyſtems com» 
I poſed by men, are ſet up and countenanced by. church authority; 
with as teſts of doctrine, ſtandards of orthodoxy, rules for admitting in- 
rers to, and excluding from church communion; yea, made the ni 
ai credible profeſſion of chriſtianity, preſervative from error, and that 
which churches may, and ought to acquieſce in, and reſt ſatigfied 


ſhip with harmony. This is the reaſon why the Bible becomes of 
d by ſo little uſe, ſo much un#nown and wnthought . 

han  TrovGn I value the /e/iminfter Confelhon, as one of the beſt 
ome ſummaries of doctrine extant, I muſt be excuſed from admitting it 
vi- into the place of revelation, / as to authority, purity, perfection, 
is 18 title, uſe, & e, and muſt; be {till allowed to call it a Human Siem : 
| be In which I think I am countenanced, not only by the Aﬀembly 


yer themſelves, but alſo the beſt writers that have either defended or ex- 
ers plained it; which I think are Mr Erſtine and others, who; yet in 
it their preface to the catechiſm explained, expreſly call it a Human 


not Campoſure. But ſpeaking of the ſcriptures, queſt. 14, they ſay, 
e- their authority cannot depend upon the church, << becauſe the true 


the e church of CHRIST depends, in its very being, on the ſcriptures; 
ved < and therefore the ſcriptures cannot depend upon it, as to their 
by * authority, Epb. ii. 22.” And ſpeaking of the incomparable ex- 


Fl 


12 ith, as the form of ſound words, to conduct them in ſocial wor= - 


3 among all the levers of the ſcriptures. If Reuben mult 
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do well to remember how the 
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(9) 
| and uſefulneſs of the 8 _" 2 thay hen 
e the well-furniſhed diſpenſatory of M ſovereign remedies ; : the 
«© rich magazine of all true comfort; the complete armory of all 
„ ſpiritual weapons; and the unerring compaſs to . 5 to the 
c haven of g e Pfal. vii. 20. Rom. xv. 4. Eph. vi. 13,—18. 
2 Pet. i. 19.” Theſe ſentiments are clearly againſt the d rine of 
this performance of the Dreamer, and mult. be a juſt Rs 
both the author, and alſo the Replier as imprimator. 

Tusk who put the We-ftminſ/ter Confeffion'iin the place of mY 
|  ſeriptares, do it ſuch a ſervice as the friends of Lady Jane Gray did 
to her, who, much againſt her own inclination, and Noſe of her” beſt 
friends, but to favour their ambitious views, mounted her on the 
throne of England, which foon became the means of taking off her 
| Head. So the ſubſtituting this or any human ſyſtem in the room of 
the facred word of Gob, is the moſt effectual way to deſtroy its re- 


ſe his birthright, if he goes up to his father's bed: Beautiful Ab. 
lom be deemed a traitor” when uſurping the throne of his father: 
And the handmaid diſmiſſed when ſhe b N rival to her miſtreſs: 
Much more, whatever draws contempt upon the oracles of the Living 
God, muſt be expected to have its glory ſtained, by him ho! 15 4 
n Gop, and will not give his glory to another; SEND 
Amp ſuch as are for 8 prerogative of hearing! alt 
ivine Author of revelation hath 
fenced it againſt all ſuch intruſions.—“ If any man preach any o- 
6 ther goſpel unto you, than that ye have received, fot him be ac» 
4c curſed.* Add thou not unto his words, leſt he reprove thee, the 
«© and thou be found a liar.F Ye ſhall not add unto'the word 5 
c which I command you, neither ſhall ye diminiſh ought from itt 


* For I teſtify unto every man that heareth the words of the 555 
e phecy of this book, if any ſhall add unto theſe things, bh K 2 
4e ſhall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: 1 


And if any man ſhall take away from the words of the book of 1 1 
*< this prophecy, Gop ſhall take away his part out of the book of gter 


« life, -and out of the holy city, and from the things which are reſc 
e wwritten in this book. He who  teſtifieth theſe things, ſaith, = 
«6 . sbs. J come quickly. ICE: Even 80, cou "LORD 4p 


$: 


es; the 


as the only credible 75 


lreſolution of all the difficulties that can occur. 
pacities as can with ſuch eaſe demonſtrate in what manner the 
the Divine 
Eſſence is communicated That there are days in eternity, &c. &c. 

I fay, to ſuch, nothing can appear difficult. He muſt be wiſer 
than mortals that can. propoſe any thing, which ſuch perſons are 


a thouſand ſuch ſcurrilous letters as the Free Enquirer's ſhould 
written; and the Quaker has followed his dictator, and told us, 
that ſuch ſenſeleſs epiſtles as Mr M—y's he will hold unworthy of 
his notice. Therefore, it may ſafely be concluded, whatever any 


- 
* 
— 
* 
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of them replies to, will, in their own judgment, be neither ſenſeleſs _ 


nor ſcurrilous. And if any thing I have done, get ſo far into their 

d graces, as to deſerve their public notice, I may preſume it 
will be the ſame as if they recommended it as a ſenſible performance; 
and which on that account, no doubt, will merit more regard from. 
others. However, ſo many are the difficulties and contradictions 


that attend the human expl ications of the Trinity, that a fair reſo- 
lution and reconcilement of them, upon a foundation that hath the 


authority of Gop, would, I own, be ſuch a maſter-piece as I ap- 
prehend has no precedent. If this mighty genius, the Quaker, ſhall 
undertake this taſk, and acquit himſelf honourably, I ſhall no more 


account it ſtrange that he thinks himſelf or others have a right to 


compoſe Divine ſy/tems ; for nothing ſhort of a new revelation can 
complete this diſcovery, as the volumes of revelation we are already 


bleſt with do not furniſh us with any ſuch accounts of that my- 
ſtery, as the fertile inventions of men have annexed thereto. This 
claim the regard of all, 


would be an acquiſition that might juſtly 
but eſpecially theſe ſocieties that have made theſe' things terms of 
their communion ; then they would know what better foundation 
they had to believe ſuch things themſelves, and impoſe them upon 
others, than the written word of Gor. This is e, ex- 
tremely much wanted at this day, When the prerogative o 

to make articles of faith, is ſo far extended, and the people taught 
it as their indiſpenſible duty to ſubmit to rules, framed by ſociety, 

effion of chriſtianity, © © © 

IAM perſuaded ſuch adepts in demonſtrating Divine my- 
ſteries, without the aid of revelation, will be at no loſs for a clear 
To ſuch vaſt ca- 


three Divine perſons ſubſiſt in one J EHOVAH— That 


not capable to inveſtigate. 


Ir theſe eagle-eyed Theologiſts, that can ſee beyond the limits 


of revelation, give ſatisfactory accounts of what they pretend to be 
ſo well acquainted with, they may be certain the world will be in- 
fidel enough to give to their works that reſpect and reverence due to 
ſuch oracular Sestwpige 


Nay, ſuch new information A f 


ſocieties, 
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A the Replier has confidently engaged not to reply agaid, tho 
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\ ſacred myſteties, would even merit the attention of beings whoſe” 
intellects akg not encumbered with mortal bodies. 
I $8A1D 
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$#fde] enough, becauſe, whoever pretend to teach more 
concerning the nature of Gop, than what he hath revealed in his 
word, they muſt be diveſted of chriſtianity that will believe or regard 
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